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Abstract

This research employed a mixed method design where qualitative and
quantitative data were collected to investigate opinions of undergraduate students
on styles and effects of freshman welcoming activities and cheering meetings of
students at the Faculty of Liberal Arts, Prince of Songkla University, Hat Yai Campus.
The subjects were 304 first-to-fourth-year students selected with simple random
sampling. The qualitative data were collected through a questionnaires, and analyzed
with descriptive statistics in frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation.
Qualitatively, the data were collected through interviews with 21 key informants
selected with purposive sampling consisting of 11 organizers of student activities, and
10 activity participants. Data from the interviews were classified into categories and
concluded using descriptive analysis. Then a meeting was organized for the subjects
to exchange their opinions on freshman welcoming activities and cheering meetings
of the Faculty of Liberal Arts and to brainstorm to seek guidelines for organizing
activities in the following years.

The results of the study revealed the following :

1. The opinions of students of the Faculty of Liberal Arts, Prince of Songkla
University, Hat Yai Campus on the styles of the freshman welcoming activities and
cheering meetings were at a high level. They thought that all the three styles of the
freshman welcoming activities and cheering meetings of the Faculty of Liberal Arts,
Prince of Songkla University, Hat Yai Campus met the needs of the students and the
objectives of the projects.

2. The opinions of the students of the Faculty of Liberal Arts, Prince of
Songkla University, Hat Yai Campus on the styles of the freshman welcoming
activities and cheering meetings were as follows : 1) On positive effects, their
opinions were at a high level. The students thought that all the three styles of the
freshman welcoming activities and cheering meetings of the Faculty of Liberal Arts,

Prince of Songkla University, Hat Yai Campus led to love and unity in the Faculty of
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Liberal Arts, brotherhood attachment, patience, tolerance, and caring for each other.
This in turn led to the students’ public responsibility, and ability to adapt themselves
well to others as well as to the environments. 2) On negative effects, their opinions
were at a moderate level. The students felt that all the three styles of the freshman
welcoming activities and cheering meetings of the Faculty of Liberal Arts, Prince of
Songkla University, Hat Yai Campus had some negative effects, but to an acceptable
extent. Nevertheless, they thought that the activities needed to be improved in the
organizing process because many activities affected students psychologically on
stress and pressure, as well as on studies such as falling asleep in classroom, and
being late to class. Moreover, the activities affected students physically on aches
and pains over the bodies, which made their parents worried and concerned about

them.



