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ABSTRACT

This study draws on a framework of Systemic Functional Linguistics
(SFL) which was developed by Michael Halliday (1985,1994). The Tai Dam ritual
procedural texts were analyzed within a scope of textual metafunction. The objectives
of this study are: 1) to study the system of Theme in Tai Dam ritual procedural texts,
and 2) To study thematic progression in Tai Dam ritual procedural texts. Nine texts
were collected from Tai Dam ritual masters.

The results revealed that thematic structure in Tai Dam consists of Theme
at the first position of the clause followed by Rheme. The textual Theme consists of
structural conjunction 88.3%, relative element 4.4%, non-structural conjunction (or
cohesive conjunction) 3.85% and continuative element 3.45% respectively. Two types
of interpersonal Theme are found in this study: Wh-interrogative element (67%) and
modal Adjunct (33%), while vocative and exclamatory elements are not found.
Topical Theme selection found in the study is expected; unmarked topical Themes
90.2% are selected, though only 9.8% are marked topical Theme. As for unmarked
Theme selection, Process Theme in imperative clause is mostly selected (55.2%), all
Processes as Themes are realized by action verbs (e.g. kinl ‘eat’ tajl, fa:j2, se:nl
‘perform ritual’, ha:m1 ‘take’, jok4 ‘carry’ etc.). There are three patterns of thematic
progression found in Tai Dam ritual procedural texts; (1) constant thematic
progression (70.6%), (2) simple linear thematic progression (29.2%) and (3) split
Rheme pattern (0.2%).
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