Acknowledgements

I like to express my utmost gratitude for Associate Professor Chusak
Pattarakulvanit, my thesis advisor for the patience and trust in my ability and whose
guidance has always been insightful. I would also like to thank Assistant Professor
Dr. Charturee Tingsabadh, the thesis committee, for her constructive criticism and
invaluable new perception to my work. I am also indebted to Assistant Professor Dr.
Sivaporn Nakachai for her kind advice on my maltreatment of the English language.
Any merit this thesis may have is their responsibility. All shortcomings are entirely
mine.

I must thank my parents for putting up with years of ill temperament — you
deserve a better son; my graduate student friends for their encouragements. A special
thank for Songwad Sukmuangma for her endless emotional support and peace of

mind.

Maytawee Holasut

Thammasat University

2008

2



