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The purpose of this study was to discover experience of families in caring for

suicide attempted adolescents. A qualitative method of Husserl Phenomenology
(Koch, 1995) was applied as a methodology of this study. The key informants were 7
persons in 3 families experiencing caring suicide attempted adolescents who lived
with families in Sakonnakhon province. Data collected by in-depth interview which
were tape-recorded and transcribed verbatim. The Colaizi's method (1978 cited in

Holloway and Wheeler, 1996) was applied for data analysis.
The finding revealed that experience of families in caring for suicide

attempted adolescents could be concluded into four major themes and nine sub-
themes: 1. Giving close attention and protection with three sub-themes, i.e.
surveillance for suicide act, providing counseling and advice whenever needed, and
purposely arranging time for conversation; 2. Building strength with two sub-themes,
i.e. caring for physical health, and increasing feeling of being a significant person;

3. Establishing new shelter with two sub-themes, i.e. forgiving the past, and learning
to accept each other; and 4. Confirming unconditional love with two sub-themes, i.e.

outspoken of love, and indicating willingness to be side by side.

This study provided background knowledge for designing nursing care plan
for families of suicide attempted adolescents aiming suicidal prevention and

designing future research to improving holistic nursing care.





