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The objective of this research is to study the construction of reality about
gods and ghosts in Thai newspapers. Research methods included content analysis
of four daily newspapers and in-depth interview of four news editors. For the analysis
part, 2920 pieces of four major daily newspapers—Thairath, Dailynews,
Komchadluek, and Khaosod — from January 1, 2008 to December 31, 2009 were
analyzed.

Research has found that news about gods and ghosts is presented in Thai
daily newspapers occasionally. Accordingly, the news report about gods and ghosts
may have influences over the construction of spiritual belief of Thai people. The
meaning of “gods and ghosts” is implied in newspapers as the reproduction of the
former belief of Thai people that gods and ghosts normally exist but their appearance
or their supernatural power is extraordinary.

Five major aspects of “gods and ghost” portrayed in Thai newspapers are
people worshipping or begging gods and ghosts, gods and ghost appearance,
crimes and accidents with gods and ghost, and gods and ghosts being controlied.

Factors which influence the publication of news about gods and ghosts are
the newspaper’s policy, News Editor’s attitude toward this kind of story, news value
principles, and outer factors. The News Editors of the four newspapers unanimously

agree that the most important factor is people’s interest.





