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This research aimed to develop and validate the mediated moderation model of moral behaviors
having moral judgment competence and organismic interaction as mediators with three sub-objectives as follows:
1) to investigate the interaction effects between psychological factor and situational factor on moral behaviors
mediated through situational psychological factor, 2) to compare the main effects of psychological factor and
situational factor between the direct effects on moral behaviors and indirect effects via moral judgment
competence and organismic interaction, and 3) to study the effects of moral judgment competence on moral
behaviors. The sample, randomly selected using two-stage sampling, consisted of 741 Grade 9 students in the
schools under the jurisdiction of the Office of Basic Education Committee, Ministry of Education, at Nonthaburi
and Pathumthani. The four research instruments were 1) the questionnaire measuring the factors affecting moral
behaviors in terms of psychological, situational, situational psychological factors with reliabilities of 0.934, 0.942,
and 0.912 respectively; 2) moral behavior scale with reliability of 0.967; 3) moral reasoning scale (The Defining
issue Test: DIT) with internal consistency reliability of moral stages ranging from 0.564-0.631; and 4) moral
judgment scale (The Moral Judgment Test: MJT) measuring moral competence with satisfactory properties as
required. Data analyses were descriptive statistics, analysis of variance, and the analysis to validate the mediated
moderation model using LISREL.

The major findings were summarized as follows: 1) the model displaying the interaction effects between
psychological factor and situational factor on moral behaviors mediated through organismic interaction was fit to
the empirical data with Chi-square = 177.645, df = 162, P = 0.076, RMSEA = 0.015, RMR = 0.137, GFI = 0.977, AGFI =
0.968, CFI = 0.999. The causal factors could account for 93.373, 79.376 and 0.004 of the variations in moral behaviors,
situational psychological factor, and moral judgment competence, respectively. The study results indicated that
the model displayed the highly significance of the mediated moderating effects and the interaction effects on the
change of the causal factors’ main effects. 2) The effect of situational factors on moral behaviors, being equal to
0.763, was stronger than the effect of psychological factors which was equal to 0.269. The direct effects of the
causal factors were extremely higher than the indirect effects via moral judgment competence. And 3) the effect

of moral judgment competence on moral behaviors was -0.027 which was considerably weak.
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