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The objectives of an application of participatory action research to develop social skills of autistic
children in mainstreaming schools: A multi - case study are (1) to study social skills of autistic children through
participatory action research, (2) to investigate the processes that enhance and develop social skills of autistic
children through participatory action research, and (3) to study the outputs of implementation of participatory
action research to enhance and develop social skills of autistic children. Participatory research of teachers,
parents, autistic students, and ordinary students was conducted in mainstreaming schools in Bangkok
Metropolitan to enhance and develop the sacial skills of autistic children. The data collection processes used
were observation, interview, focus group and literature survey. The research data were analyzed by employing
content analysis and inductive conclusion.

The research results were:

1. There were 3 main social skills of autistic children that should be developed: 1) the participatory skill
in group activity i.e. autistic children slightly participate group activities, they lack of enthusiasm and
self-responsibility. 2) the communication skill i.e. autistic children do not start talking with others first. There rarely
speak with their classmates during the class and the break time. And 3) the interaction skill i.e. autistic children
tend to isolate themselves form others. They don't joy activities with their classmates

2. The participatory action research used to enhance and develop social skills of autistic children was
designed into four models working with relevant persons as following 1) the participatory action research
collaborating between the researcher and the advisers 2) the participatory action research collaborating
between the advisers and the parents 3) the participatory action research collaborating between the adviser and
the autistic students teachers and 4) the participatory action research collaborating between the advisers and
the ordinary students. All four models were conducted by 4 steps ranging from 1) planning 2) acting
3) observation and 4) reflection. Five activities developed for supporting the social skills of autistic children were
composed of 1) library activities 2) peer for peer activities 3) game activities 4) group competition activities and
5) music (violin) activities.

3. By applying participatory action, it was found that the three main social skills of the autistic student

have been improved and resulted in satisfaction of the students and their parents.





