
CHAPTER V1 

POWER RELATIONS, MOBILITY AND NEGOTIATIONS IN 

NORTHWESTERN LAOS 

6.1 Introduction 

As a result of the experiences gained through the opening of the border and the 

l . development of a market economy and globalization, people who live in the study 

area have had to adapt their societies and communities in order to cope with a 

changing world. In this chapter, I will elaborate upon how they have adapted to 

survive in this market-oriented economy and transnational world, and in addition, will 

touch upon the power relations that have developed within their societies and 

communities as a result of cross-border ethnic relations. 

In the first section, I will focus on the inequalities and power relations that 

exist within the watermelon business, while in the second, I will ex* what non- 

agricultural practices people carry out for their survival - as a means of diversifying 

their negotiations within the current market, focusing on the Chinese in Lao society, 

the movement of the Ho ethnic group, prostitution and, in the third section elaborates 

the learning of languages in China and Laos. 

6.2 Power Relations and-Chinese Influence 

With regard to the ethnic relations found within the watermelon business, 

those which I mentioned in Chapter IV, inequality exists among the ethnic groups, 

plus power relations are present in the relationship between the employers and 

employees; however, within the watermelon business in Muang Sing, a particular 

relationship exists. 


































