
CHAPTER V 

LIFE IN CROSS-BORDER WATERMELON TRADE 

5.1 Introduction 

In this chapter, I will consider how people engaged in the watermelon business 

have developed their capital and livelihoods using networks based on multi-ethnic 

relations. I also will focus on four key actors within the watermelon business and 

examine their livelihoods through their cross-border relations, these groups being the 

Chinese traders, Chinese Lue farmers, Lao Lue farmers and the Akha. 

In terms of the livelihoods of the Chinese traders, they engage in the trade of 

various cash crops and fertilizers, in addition to watermelons, and live in Muang Sing 

half the year to trade cash crops such as pumpkins and reeds, plus they plant 

watermelons with the local f m e r s  sometimes. In addition, many have jobs as 

construction workers or laborers in rubber plantations. The Chinese investor I focused 

on runs a pig farm and other businesses. Except for the investor, the income generated 

in Muang Sing has become the main source of income for the Chinese. Furthermore, 

for those who cannot get good jobs due to a low level of education, the cross-border 

business they carry out between China and Laos allows them to use their abilities in 

terms of languages and take advantage of economic opportunities. Therefore, the 

networks developed between the Chinese Lue farmers and local farmers are important, 

and form the basis of their income. 

As for the livelihoods of the Chinese Lue farmers, they come to Muang Sing 

during the watermelon cultivation season in search of fertile land and cheap labor, 

which they can no longer find in China. During other times they engage in planting 

rubber and other businesses. They obtain available land and a labor forces using 

kinship and friendship networks, and for those who planted watermelons in China for 
































