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Abstract

The purposes of this descriptive research were to study: (1) the participation
of heads of households; (2) personal factors, knowledge, attitudes, beliefs in self-care
and illness as well as support from public agencies; (3) the relationship between personal
factors, knowledge, attitudes, beliefs in self-care and iliness as well as support from public
agencies and the participation of heads of households; and (4) the problems, obstacles
and suggestions, all in relation to the prevention and control of malaria in the villages
adjacent to Ban Mae Surin Burmese Refugee Camp in Khun Yuam District, Mae Hong
Son province.

The study was conducted all 299 heads of households in the villages bordering
on the refugee camp, using a questionnaire with the reliability of 0.92 for data collection.
Data were collected and then analyzed to determine percentages, means, standard
deviations, and inferential statistics, including chi-square and Pearson correlation
coefficient.

The results showed that, among the household-heads: (1) their overall
participation in malaria prevention and control was at a moderate level; (2) most of them
were male, married, aged between 41-50 years, uneducated, and farmers with a family
income of less than 2,500 baht; the level of their knowledge about malaria prevention and
control was high; their overall attitudes were positive; and their overall beliefs in self-
care and illness as well as support from public agencies were moderate; (3) the factors
related to their participation in malaria prevention and control were age, educational
level, occupation, knowledge, attitudes, beliefs in self-care and illness as well as support
from public agencies; and (4) the important problem and obstacle in malaria prevention
and control was insufficient supplies and equipment. Therefore, it is suggested that the
government should provide more materials including insecticide-treated bednets and
Abate sand granules.

Keywords: Participation, Belief, Prevention and control of malaria
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