
CHAPTER N 

ETHNIC RELATIONS AND NETWORKING ACROSS ETHNIC AND 

NATIONAL BOUNDARIES 

4.1 Introduction 

As mentioned in the previous chapter, the watermelon business has become a 

big cash crop activity in Muang Sing, and is operated through a variety of ethnic 

relations, as constructed by the different ethnic groups in the area. Such ethnic 

relations have been transformed into a social network which has helped to generate 

capital for those people engaged in cultivating watermelons. 

As mentioned in Chapter 11, .the existence of social networks is really 

important for Chinese business activities, and Chinese businesses and society have 

built networks at home and abroad for many years. As a result, the concept of 

networks cannot be separated from any study of Chinese society. In addition, 

networking plays an important role in maintaining the livelihoods needed to generate 

capital, not only for the Chinese, but also for others. In this chapter, I will elaborate 

upon how cross-border businesses operate in terms of the interaction between the 

Chinese and the locals in the border areas of Laos and China, as part of an economic 

negotiation for space, and will focus on this social networking fiamework based on 

ethnic relations, plus analyze the social networks that operate in the watermelon 

business, as well as how such networks have been constructed and the important role 

they play in the life of the Chinese and the local farmers. 

The first section provides a general description of the watermelon business in 

order to understand the ethnic relations that exist as part of its complex business 

process. In the second section, I will focus on the business networks based on ethnic 

relations in the watermelon business, including those of the Chinese traders - in 










































