
CHAPTER I11 

MUANG SING AND CROSS-BORDER PRACTICES 

3.1 Introduction 

This chapter is based on an analysis of secondary data regarding the historical 

context of Muang Sing and my fieldwork activities which took place there. Since 

early on, the residents in this area had migrated from Sipsong Panna, including the 

Lue, Akha and Yao. After the Pangthong border point was opened in Muang Sing in 

1962 (Lyttleton et al. 2004), the number of Chinese migrants increased and has 

continued to increase since that time (Khampeang 2003). In the past, the main reason 

for crossing the border was to visit relatives and to drive caravan trade, but now 

people cross the border to cany out modem business activities. According to Certeau 

(1 984) and Cresswell(1997), everyday practices are tactics which are the weapons of 

the weak, and represent furtive moments. Tactics are the "way[s] of operation" for 

everyday practices, like walking in the city, during which time the weak contest a 

spatial domination imposed by the strong using manipulate power and will (Cresswell 

1997: 362-363). For residents in Laos, crossing the border to China is an essential 

practice in their lives, especially for economic activities like shopping and business, 

and as a result, culture is still retained beyond the national border. 

This chapter explores the changes that have taken place in Muang Sing, the 

cross-border activities of the locals in Laos and China fiom a historical perspective 

and taking into account the current context, and the importance of cross-border 

activities for the locals in Laos. The first section will cover the changes in the Muang 

Sing border area, looking at history, people, the location and the social economy. The 

second section will focuses on the cross-border businesses taking place in Muang 

Sing, in particular the watermelon business, fiom a historical and recent perspective, 

and will examine how the Chinese and locals affect such cross-border business. In the 




































































