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This chapter is dedicated to examining some key concepts and the relevant 

studies related to cross-border economic practices, those based on ethnic relations and 

social networking, and in particular the adaptations of and negotiations taking place 

between people in China and Laos in a transnational era. In order to facilitate an 

understanding of this study, I will use concepts drawn from three abstract levels. The 

first concept is 'cross-border economic practices', which deals with the nested social 

relations that exist in a nation state and how borders and boundaries are approached 

by local people. The second concept is 'ethnic relations', which deals with how ethnic 

relationships operate in the watermelon business - across and beyond borders. The 

third is 'social networking', which will situate the discussion regarding operation of 

the watermelon business, and as a minor concept, the 'production of power relations' 

will also be discussed. Furthermore, this section explains the research site of this 

study, research methodology and structure of this thesis at the end. 

2.1 Cross - Border Economic Practices as Negotiations for Subsistence 

"Globalization of culture, the internationalization of economics 

and politics, and the decline in Cold War super power and satellite 

hostilities have apparently resulted in the opening up of borders and the 

relaxation of those state controls which limited the movement of people, 

goods, capital and ideas. " (Donnan and Wilson 1999-3) 

In pre-colonial days, borders and boundaries in the modern nation state 

represented "the periphery", as compared to "the center". Some scholars deal with 

borders and boundaries using the center-periphery model, which is related to the 




















































