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ABSTRACT 172906

This research aims to investigate the way people in two different types of
development cities-Vientiane, LAO People Democrat Republic and Bangkok,
Thailand-consume their daily resources in four categories: daily necessities, water,
electricity, and transportation. The main objective of this study is to reveal factor
leading to effective and sustainable urban resources management and development.

In order to the most understanding in social phenomenon in the case study
areas, the study mainly focuses on qualitative approach by way of in-depth interview
and field observation. Research data also incorporate information collected by means
of field survey from 370 samples respondents in Vientiane and 370 sample
respondents in Bangkok during the months of June and July 2004. Data tabulation and
statistical analysis are accomplished by the SPSS statistical program. Inductive
analysis method is applied to cross-link and present the result of the findings.

The study found, accordingly to the early hypothesis of the study, that the
more city development, the higher incomes earned by citizen and finally enhances the
value of consuming more luxurious resources. As a result, the volume of waste per
capita has increased. Moreover, high number of city dwellers leads to urban sprawl.
This means that people need to travel longer in the sense of distance and time,
unavoidably, enhancing natural resource consumption particularly fuel. However,
even the higher resources populations in higher development city consume, Bangkok,

they have more concern in environmental problems than people in Vientiane. The
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insufficient of public services provided by state forces some wealthy households to
earn such services by themselves. These individual households devour domestic
resources lavishly due to low costs of its. The lack of recycling factories in Vientiane
is an important factor discouraging household scavenging activities owing to the low
economic value of its setting by recycling garbage companies.

At the policy level, competent and sufficient network of common services,
with reasonable fee, will help in saving energy and conserving environment.
Additionally, technical and financial support in establishment of domestic recycling
factory and the adaptation of incentive strategies to recycle-use industries as well as
information diffusion in order to create awareness in environmental conservation will,

finally, lead to sustainable development.



