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The primary purpose of this dissertation is to analyze Australia’s foreign policy towards East
Timor during 1991-2002. For the research methodology, the author consults with the official
documents of Australian government and applies the middle power concept, together with the concepts
of security complex and the arc of instability. These concepts assist in analyzing the Australia’s foreign

poticy change from the Keating administration to the Howard administration.

The study finds that Australia’s foreign policy under the Keating administration focuses on
multilateralism, comprehensive engagement, and intimate relationship with South-East Asia with
Indonesia having the first priority. Australia’s foreign policy under the Howard administration focuses
on bilateralism, realist-pragmatism, and reorientation towards the western countries with the United
States having the first priority. Regarding East Timor, Australia’s foreign policy changes from non-
intervention to intervention in 1999. The major factor driving the change to policy is Australia’s roles
as a regional middle power that stabilizes security situation in East Timor, situated in the area called
“Arc of Instability,” during the transition to independence period in 1998-1999. Also, Australia, as a
middle power, possesses military and economic capabilities ready for deployment in peacckeeping
missions if needed. Therefore, Australia sends troops to East Timor to control the situation in 1999.
Furthermore, the public opinion in Australia during the first half of 1999 supports the change in

Australia’s foreign policy towards East Timor in September 1999.





