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ABSTRACT

Myanmar has more than 1,200 miles (over 2,000 km) of coastal frEmgeG flgr?g
the Bay of Bengal, with productive and wealthy marine resources. The Ayeyarwaddy
Delta lies between Mawdin point and the Gulf of Martaban. The Ayeyarwaddy River
enters into the Andaman Sea through nine principal mouths, depositing enormous
quantities of sediment.

Mangroves in the Ayeyarwaddy Delta were initially cut for fuel wood and
charcoal production, to cater for the needs of Yangon City. With the energy crises in
the early 1970s, this need rose in leaps and bounds, causing the depletion of
Ayeyarwaddy Mangroves. With a growing population and the development of land
tenure, the cut over areas were cleared and transformed into paddy cultivation, fish
and prawn culture and salt production, even in the reserved forest areas. The
Government’s priority was to increase food production, in order to provide food
security. Forests have been drastically degraded and denuded by human activity,
because of socio-economic conditions such as the energy crisis, the promotion of
paddy production, a market oriented economic policy and a lack of alternative income
sources. The villagers’ daily life in the study area totally depends on the mangrove
forest for extraction of fuel wood, catching fish, crab, shrimp, or shells and also

processing mangrove products for their daily commodities, or for market. They
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supplement their earnings by fishing or catching fish or prawns, which may account
for a major part of their income. Human life in the area is closely linked with the
mangroves or mangrove based products.

The livelihood of those in my study village has been traditionally dependent
on the mangrove ecosystem. With the rapid pace of development in recent years,
extensive areas of mangroves have been converted to agricultural land and shrimp
farming. The problem can be attributed to the encroachment of agriculture and shrimp
farming into the mangrove buffer and reserve forest areas. The problem has also
adversely affected the local fishing villagers, whose livelihood is dependent on the
sustenance of the mangrove ecosystem. Some non-timber forest products are collected
and utilized for both domestic and commercial purposes. As a non-timber forest
product, nipa thatch is produced widely and commercial production of the thatch is a
common economic strategy in the study village nowadays. Other non- timber forest
products are of rather small-scale production and more concentrated on domestic use.
With economic benefits accruing, the private sector has invested its capital in the
construction of ponds (big and small), inside the mangroves for the breeding of
shrimp, prawns and crabs for export. With the process of rapid development of the
country under the market oriented economy, land-use patterns are being changed day-
by-day, due to the implementation of land-based development activities.

Rural people are the major stakeholders in the forest resources. The
cooperation of the rural people is greatly needed for the sustainable management of
the forest resources. NGOs have perceived that the maintenance of local community
mangrove forest is one of the key ways to solve problems related to the reduction of
marine wildlife, to re-generate the local community and to conserve the coastal

resources.
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