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THE CULTURAL DIMENSION IN DEVELOPMENT OF MON COMMUNITY AT BANG-KAR-DI,
SAMAE-DAM SUB- DISTRICT, BANG- KHUN-TIAN DISTRICT, BANGKOK

SUNISA PIAMKUM 5236094 LCCU/M

M.A. (CULTURE AND DEVELOPMENT)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE : JITJATANG YAMABHAI, Ph.D., VEERANAN
DUMRONGSAKUL, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This qualitative research aims to study the history of community development, search
forthe cultural capital, and determine the method for community development of the Mon Bangkradee
community, Samaedum sub- district, Bang KhunThian district, Bangkok. This research also uses the
conflict theory of Karl Marx, the concept of cultural capital in the development, as well as the concept
of community development on the cultural dimension as guidance in the analysis. The researcher
collected data by doing fieldwork to find out the cultural capital of the Mon Bangkradee community by
using field methodology, participant observation and non- participant observation, accompanied with
interviewing and recording in the forms of both images and videos.

The study found that the Mon Bangkradee community has observed their own traditions
for a long time. The recognition of local history together leads to people in Mon Bangkradee
community to have a sense of nationhood and unity to maintain their own cultural idenity. The
researcher found five areas of cultural capital for communities: art and culture, traditions, beliefs,
handicrafts, and language. These are a base of community development for the Mon inBangkradee
communities to begin to preserve their own art and culture; thus, all of them are finally community
assets and they also are factors for maintaining the community. The Mon Bangkradee community have
become famous and popular and the people of the community are proud of themselves because they
earn much more income from tourism and selling products from the community. Besides, cultural
capital leads to unity in the community and recognition of the Mon identity. Finally, we can apply the
way of Mon Bangkradee community development to other ethnic groups in both rural and urban areas

as well.

KEY WORDS: MON BANGKRADEE/ CULTURAL CAPITAL/ CULTURAL DIMENSION/
DEVELOPMENT HISTORY
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THE CULTURAL DIMENSION IN DEVELOPMENT OF MON COMMUNITY AT
BANG-KAR-DI, SAMAE-DAM SUB- DISTRICT, BANG- KHUN-TIAN
DISTRICT, BANGKOK

SUNISA PIAMKUM 5236094 LCRU/M

M.A. (CULTURE AND DEVELOPMENT)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE : JITJATANG YAMABHAI, Ph.D.,
VEERANAN DUMRONGSAKUL, Ph.D.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

Rationale

Southeast Asia is one of regions with a complex ethnic and linguistic
diversity in the world. As a result of the historical, political, social, and culture
development that people in the mixed ethnic groups have built together for a long
time. Thailand is now located in the heart of Southeast Asia; thus, it is the land is
made up of people with diverse ethnic culture completely. In a population of over 60
million people, they are made up of more than 70 ethnic groups spread in different
parts of the country. (Suwilai Premsrirat, 2008:41).

In Thailand, there are a wide variety of ethnic groups, such as Laotian,
Cambodian, Chinese and various hill tribes, including they also have a different
religions, languages, beliefs, lifestyles, and habitats.

Mon are an ethnic group living in Thailand in large amount, and they
interestingly have the history and origin, particularly culture, traditions, beliefs and
various wisdom which are inherited from the ancient time. Mon is a group of people
who lived in scattered groups in Burma and Thailand. A group of Mon call themselves
that Mon, and Myanmar have known Mon as Talaing. But Thailand has known Mon

as Mon or Talaing. In ancient times, the Westerners called Mon that Peguan which this
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name is obsolete now. One name of Mon that gets well- known is Raman. (Sujaritlak
Deephadung, 1995:1).

In the past time Mon was one of the oldest nation in South-east Asia. It
was the nation that had flourished both as a major port for trade and commerce. It was
also the nation that greatly worshipped in Buddhism. Moreover, Thailand was also
influenced by Mon in Buddhism. Mon was directly influenced on the Buddhism from
India, and Mon still began to spread the Buddhism to many countries.

Mon had migrated into Thailand since the Ayutthaya period until
Rattanakosin era. about 7 times. (Suporn O-Jaroen, 1984: 14-22). Each time, they
received the grace ordered from the King to settler in various places in the capital city
around the Chao Phraya River, and Mae Klong river from Sam Koak, Pathumthani
and Pak Kret, Nonthaburi along Phra Pra Daeng, Samut Prakan. Furthermore, there
was also at Ban Pong, Ratchaburi. (Srisak Wanlipodom, 1993: 51).

Nowadays, Mon-Thai people in every area still continue the tradition of
ancestral worship as well as animist traditions such as Spirit Worship, Born-Oldness-
Pain-Death Traditions, clothing culture, and housing etc., and the Mon people also
have faith in Buddhism greatly which does not different from Thai society. It makes
Mon people can share with Thai people harmoniously.

Mon Bangkradee Community is one of the oldest cultural traditions
remains the same tradition very well. It is seen from clothing culture, habitat,
language, spirit worship, Snuffbox Bean playing, Thayae Mon, Alms Giving with
Flowers festival which have been seen up to the present. It shows to the inherited
culture clearly. Mon Bangkradee Community is Mon community located in Bangkok
which fully accepts the civilization to the community, and although it is affected by
the expansion of the industry as well as housing, the people in community still practice
and inherit art, culture, and belief, and can adapt to Thai people of very well, including
it has still maintained the Mon being which link to the origin, and inherited the identity
for strengthening Mon community up to now.

Culture in the community, it is important that the community continues
Mon, and maintains Mon being, the area of Mon people in Thailand, and t Mon
identity. To bind the community together in the history of the Mon; thus, the history

and beliefs are shared, and causing condensation, strong feelings of people bound
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together. Therefore, it also has to adapt to modern society coupled with the
development, it leads to continue Mon Bangkradee community until now. To
understand the culture, respect for diversity and difference is something that people in
Thailand should focus on and understand. This will make all races can live together
peacefully. The study of cultural dimensions of community development is the study
of what cultural capital Mon people have, and How they bring a cultural capital to use

for community development.

The purpose of study

1. To study the historical development of Mon Bangkradee community,
Samaedum Sub- district, Bangkhuntian District, Bangkok.

2. To learn the cultural capital of Mon Bangkradee community, Samaedum
Sub- district, Bangkhuntian District, Bangkok.

3. To propose the community development by using the culture of Mon

Bangkradee community, Samaedum Sub- district, Bangkhuntian District, Bangkok.

Research Methodology

In this study, the researcher selected the study area named Mon
Bangkradee community, Samaedum Sub- district, Bangkhuntian District, Bangkok;
Moo 2, 8 and 9. The researcher used Qualitative Research since the aim of this is to
study the historical development, search the cultural capital, including the
development of Mon Bangkradee community. It takes the perspective of the

community to find out he information and experience.

Methods of Collecting Data

Researchers collected data from conducting research and gathering
information from books, journals and research articles which related to the history,
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traditions and rituals of Mon Bangkradee from various sources such as the university
library, the library of Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia, Mahidol
University, the National Library, the library of Sirindhorn Anthropology Center, as
well as, the Arts and Culture Center of Mon Bangkradee, and many kinds of websites.

Collecting data by field method, the research firstly prepared the research
area, and spoke to the president of Mon Bangkradee Cultural Center about general
information of community. Then, to indicate the purpose of the research on
community, and well receive the participation of people in the community to provide
information which is useful to carry out research.

About target data source on this research, the researcher divided them into
two groups; Key Informant group who provide information on the history and role of
a Kan towards Mon people’s life from past and present, and Mon community’s leader
who has knowledge about the culture and occupation of Mon people.

Researcher has documented clarify about Participant information sheet and
a letter of Informed consent form. The researcher collected data from Mon people who
become legal’s age, as well as, the qualification about context-related research that
individuals can consider their own participation.

Method of collecting data, the researcher used Observation in this study
especially Participant Observation and Non-Participant Observation, including Non-

Structural interview by talking about general questions, then leads to the set point.

The Study Results

1. The History of Development

In the first section, the researcher will discuss the changes that occur in the
community. Changes in Mon occurred over the conflict in nation for a long time, the
war between ethnic exploitation, and the scarcity. The results of the war of the
significant ethnic unity consist of numerous conflicts until the end of Mon Nation,

many people migrated to different places.
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One of Mon community is Bangkradee. Mon Bangkradee Community has
had a long history of established communities. Firstly, in the community, people used
to has the water transportation mainly, and engaged in agricultural activities such as
farming and Nipa Palm sewing, cutting firewood. The major changes that occurred in
the community are the construction of The King RAMA 1l Road to the community
resulted in the capitalists flew into the community and began to do commercial land.
The lands owner were changed . Mon Bangkradee people also became a millionaire by
selling lands to build the factory. Some of Mon Bangkradee people sold their own
lands which was the place to do their main occupation, and turn to the labor industry.
The housing industry has sprung up a lot, and prosperity spread into the community
quickly. Utilities such as water supply and electricity to community, the buildings
were modified to create for accepting the electricity back into the community. The
people in community accepted the outside culture quickly through radio, television
and communication with the outside community.

Time has passed causes the change. There were the traders who were the
buyers of old stuff into the community. Many people in communities started to sell
their Mon old stuff. From this, people in community felt that it should be kept of those
appliances. Therefore, they were aware of their own culture since then.

Developmental effects were found. The transportation by land began
spreading into the community. As a result, People in Mon Bangkradee community also
had the interaction with outsiders increasably. Some of them went to work outside, or
school children in the community studied in outside schools. The cultural exchange
was takinen place. Mon people can adapt to Thai people very well; as well as, it can be
seen from the temple fair of Bangkradee which would be shared with Thai people as
well. As a result, the Mon community is known for its community, and the culture of
the Mon Bangkradee was also maintained from the culture and the language used in
the communication that are Mon unique.

The effect on the recognizing power in the value of arts and culture results
in a community tries to focus on the conservation of Mon being. The appliance, arts
and culture can be preserved for posterity in the community to learn Mon being; as
well as, being one of the last communities in Mon Bang Khun Thian. As a result, now
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it is known as Mon community, and attractions which can be learned about the culture

of the Mon Bangkradee as well.

2. Cultural Capital

Researchers found five cultural capitals of Mon Bangkradee which consist
of art and culture, tradition, belief, handwork, and language. Cultural capital is
important to the community which each of them can be available. It depends on how
the community will be maintained long lasting.

Mon Community has good storage and transmission of cultural capital,
including culture and language are also inherited and transmitted to the young
generation as joint activities happens then. Mon people are involved in almost every
activity as a donation to the temple. Songkran Festival is also the cultural capital that
can lead to further benefits and develop a community to generate income. The cultural
capital plays an important role in community development. Due to the development of
itself is fundamental to the development of the foundations which is stable and

sustainable cause, including have knowledge base on their aptitude.

3. The cultural capital that has been used to develop

From the study of the cultural capital that has been used to develop
communities of Mon Bangkradee, it is found that Mon Bangkradee people are aware
of Mon's own past history, the Mon-lasting results in Mon’s harmony and feeling.
Mon Bangkradee has cultural capital that has come out culture and handicrafts, and
published through the Mon Bangkradee community, current language remains the
animist beliefs and the holy community. Mon Buddhists at Bangkradee have strong
belief. They believe in a sin which does not different from the belief of animist people
in the community which believe that if they behave better, the spirit will give
protection and support.

Moreover, the cultural capital of Mon Bangkradee has their creativity as
something that could move to the social development and improvement in the current
era such as improving the Songkran activities that outsiders can join. As a result, Mon
community is got well- known. And, as ethnic in Bangkok, it is very interesting for

tourists. The development of a society is important to encourage the society possibly.
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Community development on the cultural dimension must include the
perspectives of multiple groups by starting with the most important people in the
community. The people who understand the problems that occur in the community
lead to the good result in a solving the problem in community in the right way.
Because Mon Bangkradee Community believe in Buddhism greatly, the buddhist
monks play a role in the development of the Mon community as well, that is, as a
leader in the rituals. The temple is also a place in Bangkradee mainly has activities of
Mon Bangkradee community; for example, to add an event on Mon, whether in the
pulpit or activities.

Another important thing is the respect of the community spirit. The animist
communities resulted Mon Bangkradee coexist peacefully by helping people in the
community can share life with the natural surroundings. By location, the goddess
shrine is located, and afraid of breaking the rules of the community in terms of the
exploitation of the forest. And the medium also plays a role in terms of community
development such as the Godfather and the meaning that must be dealt with. Because
the medium or Paju is inherited within the family, it means that there should have been
conveyed to the children in the community. Government agencies such as Bang Khun
Thian district office also respect the beliefs of people in the community. Changing
views on the subject of faith and cultural affinities in Bangkradee is very important
part in the support and assistance of the community in need such as the development
of infrastructure, and sages of the different communities. An integral part of the
community should be included a shared cultural inheritance and a predator in its
entirety, and submitted to their children and the younger generation in the community
to share in the inheritance continually. Besides, the developers or academics into the
community, it is important to be another view that can help fill in the knowledge that
the community still missing. If there is a coalition of people missing in the primary, it
would result in the Mon Bangkradee community which can develop their own
community, based on their knowledge and contributes to the sustainability of
communities and the natural environment.

The study of the cultural dimension in Mon Bangkradee development is to
see the potential of the research on Mon Bangkradee community. The cultural capital

of Mon Bangkradee has been shown until today, including the both animist and
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respect for Buddhism. The dress is also unique that show that what happens to the
community, the cultural capital that has come further to add value to products, and
revenue to the community such as making whiplash, Mon embroidery clothes for
souvenirs are the appliances that community continues to abide. This resulted in the
Mon community is not assimilation from the urban. They still remain the area of Mon
people, and try to prove themselves to the eyes of outsiders. And later, these things are
regarded and respected from people in Thailand who have the opportunity to study or
watch through customs. The difference is transferred out simply gorgeous, and praised
by outsiders. The Mon Bangkradee people are not embarrassed to dress and speak in
Mon style and maintaining cultural traditions, and their appearances as well. Cultural
capital is a base of Mon Bangkradee community. It is important to make this

community remains and continue to develop steadily.

The Conclusion and Discussion

The study of the cultural dimension in development of Mon Bangkradee
community, Samaedum Sub- district, Bangkhuntian District, Bangkok. The researcher
have studied in detail the main issues covered include the historical development. The
approach used to develop the cultural capital of the Mon Bangkradee community. The
research studies on the Conflict Theory of Karl Marx with the concept of cultural
capital in development, and the cultural dimension of development.

It is found that having a shared history can affect on the feeling and unity
in the same. It also appears in the second dimension of the conflict is a conflict
between Mon people and Thai people. The conflict between the Mon people is like
controversy about the treatment of community artifacts. Some people want to sell.
Some want to preserve, it also leads to conflict between Mon people, and cause
changes in the community later. There is the founder of the museum in community
which has the collection of various artifacts that is beneficial to the community, and as
a benefit to the children in further studies.

The cultural capital that researcher found the cultural capital of the
community such as the animist dress, which is used to guide the development Mon
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Bangkradee community as currently Mon Bangkradee Community known as ethnic
groups continued to maintain its privacy. Mon Ethnic identity is different. Treatment
with a combination of conservation and cultural capital of Mon Bangkradee is a major
cultural archives which is consistent with the concept of Chai Samudvanija who
definite the meaning of culture is the capital. When considered as the cultural capital.
It issues that iwould require them to preserve capital (Chai Samudavanija, 2007), the
cultural capital of the Mon Bangkradee that have been passed forward. Everyone in
the community together preserve them as well. They also has the capital to further
develop a career.

As part of the development of the community learning and development to
the creation of the modern era which is a good thing such a meeting between
community leaders and Bangkhuntian Office. As a result, the Mon Bangkradee
community gets help from the government, such as the development of infrastructure
and publicity in various activities. This part of the study through motion perception,
learning something new, create production of Mon Bangkradee community which is
consistent with the concept of community development on the cultural dimension.
Because the Mon Bangkradee is modified learning and cultural capital to community
development, they have a culture that is ancient or does not handle the change. Custom
modifications such as adding a sprinkling of Thailand in Songkran, normally Mon
Bangkradee is watered or bathing their adult household, and the outsiders are so
difficult to reach.

If community analysis using SWOT Analysis is a tool to assess the
situation in the community. It was found that the strengthsand unity of the Mon
Bangkradee community. As social kinship, people in the community are proud of their
own in the Mon. Also, the animist beliefs is a measure at the close and supportive of
each other. Cultural traditions of Mon Bangkradee demonstrate unique well. The
community continues to use language as the main language of communication
happens in the community. Weaknesses of the community is faith, something like the
animist not convey the details and meaning of rituals for the children to understand.
They can not explain their faith to others to hear it.

The opportunities of the community from government and Bang Khun

Thian district office in support of the group as an ethnic group can be classified as a
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cultural tourism destination. The Mon Community is located in Bangkok. Many
visitors can easily travel to take only one day It can be difficult to get the support of
funding from the government which is not enough.

It was also found that the changes that occur in Thailand. As the
development of the economy is sharp As a result, most people are farming in a
negative side. However, the disadvantage about income of less agricultural
occupations, and the state education system is prepared for the new generation of
agricultural systems which is also increasing, so acculturation certain is limited.

The development is focused on the development of local knowledge to
meet the changing circumstances such as technology in production, and care resource
allocation. This is of particular importance to people in the community who have been
ignored and modify wisdom from the past.

Moreover, the work of this research is to develop a succession culture
better than in the past. According to Supaporn Makjaeng’s details of report in 2007
about the life of Mon, "Mon Bangkradee". She said that Mon Bangkradee Community
tends to be social capital, such as the assimilation of Mon declining rapidly. But in this
research, the research finds that Mon Bangkradee Community maintaining the well
being of their Mon. The reason that research is inconsistent in this context may be due
to the time difference. Engaged the community through development in Mon
Bangkradee so long. As resulting in the Mon Bangkradee Community is aware of their
culture, then jointly maintain Mon community continue until today.

The study of the cultural dimension in the community development of
Mon Bangkradee is found by the researchers that when there is the study of art and
culture, we should not look at these things as absolutes and old story. However, you
should look at the combination, and learning, as well as, appling to the current era.
Because it reflects the cultural identity of real people or roots. If the cultural capitals
with an extension and community development bring benefits to the community, so
we should be very aware of the cultural and creative self improvement and change.
Thus, we should realize in cultural capital to make them be useful to. Finally, we
should emphasize that if it can be developed on the cultural identity of their own now,
the development will be successful and sustainable to community.
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