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ABSTRACT

This qualitative research aims to study the history of community development, search
forthe cultural capital, and determine the method for community development of the Mon Bangkradee
community, Samaedum sub- district, Bang KhunThian district, Bangkok. This research also uses the
conflict theory of Karl Marx, the concept of cultural capital in the development, as well as the concept
of community development on the cultural dimension as guidance in the analysis. The researcher
collected data by doing fieldwork to find out the cultural capital of the Mon Bangkradee community by
using field methodology, participant observation and non- participant observation, accompanied with
interviewing and recording in the forms of both images and videos.

The study found that the Mon Bangkradee community has observed their own traditions
for a long time. The recognition of local history together leads to people in Mon Bangkradee
community to have a sense of nationhood and unity to maintain their own cultural idenity. The
researcher found five areas of cultural capital for communities: art and culture, traditions, beliefs,
handicrafts, and language. These are a base of community development for the Mon inBangkradee
communities to begin to preserve their own art and culture; thus, all of them are finally community
assets and they also are factors for maintaining the community. The Mon Bangkradee community have
become famous and popular and the people of the community are proud of themselves because they
earn much more income from tourism and selling products from the community. Besides, cultural
capital leads to unity in the community and recognition of the Mon identity. Finally, we can apply the
way of Mon Bangkradee community development to other ethnic groups in both rural and urban areas

as well.
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