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VICTIMIZATION OF JUVENILE TRAFFICKING: A CASE STUDY OF SEXUAL
EXPLOITATION

RAPHEEPHAT THITIUDOMPHAT 5137022 SHCJ/M
M.A. (CRIMINOLOGY AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE)

THEIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: CHET RATCHADAPANNATHIKUL, PH.D
(POPULATION) , THANUNDORNSAK BAVORNNANTHAKUL, PH.D (CRIMINOLOGY,
JUSTICE AND SOCIAL ADMINISTRATION)

ABSTRACT

This study was to investigate the state, factors and reasons for juveniles becomming
the victims of human trafficking, and sexual exploitation.

The results revealed human trafficking gradually evolved from slave trading in the
past to prostitution currently. Even though prostitution was brought under control by law
enforcement, prostitution progressed to sending Thai women to sell sex overseas. At the same
time, foreign women, mostly from Laos, Myanmar, and Cambodia entered Thailand’s sex trade.
Soon, these prostitutes were getting younger and younger, which initiated the human trafficking
business, and having agents, providers or ring leaders who arrange the delivery of child prostitutes
to many service facilities. Victimization in juvenile trafficking is caused by the following 3
factors:

1.) Family Reasons: In families whose parents divorced or remarried and established
new families, the children or youths from the old families were left with a guardian. Children
staying with remarried mothers often ran into conflict with their step fathers, who lack family
warmth. These children have low self-esteem, and become vulnerable and more dependent on
others.

2.) Economic Reasons: Most troubled children or youths came from poor families,
having parents working as farmers or hired workers with inconsistent earnings as well as the fact
that many families were burdened with lots of children. With a large family and inconsistent
earnings, living and education costs increased tremendously until the parents were unable to
provide for their children equally, causing family financial problems and debts.

3.) Social and Community Reasons: Some communities place more value on material
wealth. Locals preferred to send their offspring to work in foreign countries to support their
families. Their desire for their daughters to work abroad was heightened when neighbors came
back from working abroad and improved their living conditions with their foreign earnings.

This research recommends the collaboration of all public and private sectors,
including the general public, to actively find preventive measures and solutions for the victims of
juvenile trafficking. The public must be informed about the impact and be aware of common
activities. At the same time, they must be made aware of human trafficking. The police officers
should patrol the risk areas where sex may be secretly traded as well as arrest and charge the
operators, agents, procurers, or anyone involved. People must get involved in the process as well.
For example, family members should closely monitor their children’s behavior, and provide them
with love and warmth, as well as focus on the cause of problems to detect any changes that may
lead to major problems later. More specifically, the children or youths hooked on drugs or games
are vulnerable to becoming human trafficking victims. As for the community, community leaders,
such as village heads, must be aware of the problems and disseminate knowledge on human
trafficking among the locals, and the locals must keep their eyes open for suspicious activities in
their community.

KEY WORDS: JUVENILE / TRAFFICKING / VICTIMIZATION / SEXUAL EXPLOITATION
/ PREVENTIVE MEASURES AND SOLUTIONS FOR HUMAN TRAFFICKING
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VICTIMIZATION OF JUVENILE TRAFFICKING : A CASE STUDY OF
SEXUAL EXPLOITATION

RAPHEEPHAT THITIUDOMPHAT 5137022 SHCJ/M
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(CRIMINOLOGY, JUSTICE AND SOCIAL ADMINISTRATION)

EXTENDED SUMMARY

1.) Introduction

Human trafficking is currently considered as part of transnational crime
and the cause of serious violations of human rights. Because this problem has
undermined human stability, the United Nations approved the Protocol to Suppression
and Punishment, particularly, those trafficking of women and children , which
considered as part of the 2543 Convention against the transnational crimes as to
announce to mankind the committment to eradicate this problem within the 21
century.Nonetheless, the operation has encountered many probles and obstacles due to
the complexity of causes and factors that drove human beings, especially women and
children becoming the victims of both domesic and overseas human trafficking
(Siriporn Scobanek,2005).

The U.S government has estimated at least 700,000 people fallen into the
trap of human trafficking annually and expected to increase over 200,000 people ,
mainly women and children. In estimation, nearly 225,000 victims of human
trafficking in South East Asia were women and children. In addition, the International

Labour Organization (ILO-IPEC) estimated that some 80,000 women and children
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had been sent to Thailand since , majority of these women came from Mynmar,
followed by Unan province in Main Land China and Laos  (Women Network
Resaping Thailand, 2002). According to the report of Prachabordee Center, the
Ministry of Social Development and Human Security, in  the year 2010, it had
rescued as much as 346 juveniles victims of sexual abused and received information
on human trafficking for 277 cases (Annual Report, Prachabordee Center, 2010).
Thailand involved herself with human trafficking in 3 ways, as the origin, the transit
and the destination due to the easy access of news, information and freedom of
communication, including the convenience of logistic system, which created the way
for the human traders to generate incomes. Therefore, human traffickling, particularly,
wmen and chidren trafficking is the world utmost concern that various masures were
found to prevent and correct the probems. The violations to human rights, particularly,
trading women and children for sexual exploitation is another form of inhuman
treatment toward women and chidren and directlty. This directly affected man stability
since his dignity had been reduced to merly “ merchandise” that could be bought,
sold or exploited, without any concerns whatsoever which considered as the
international and nation crimes that caused many social problems. Beside being one of
the nation most concern problems, juvenile trafficking that affected victims directly
should be on the priority list because children fell victims in the human trafficking
process are subjected to tortures and rapes, physical abuses, malnutritions and threats
to create fear aong children and this turn them into the slaves. As a result, juvenile
health, both body and mind turn up as another problem that required extensive
rehabilitation after releasing them back in the society. The process is rather lengthy
and time-comsuming before the children could be fully recovered. The following are
few samples of commonly founded heath problems.

- Sexuallytransmitted diseases occurred among juveniles who had become
the victims of human trafficking from rapes. Many of them were sexually assaults,
tortures and eventually caught diseases such as syphilis and herpe.

- Certain numbers of juveniles had unwanted pregnencies and they carried
the baby longer than they could terminate the pregnancy, so they must look after their

own child. Some are not ready to raise the chid,but no choice. In this case, if the
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juvenile mother was not ready, she may abandon her child and leave it in the public
place to become social burden or decide to kill her own child.

- Illegal abortion used by the victims to get rid of unwanted pregnancies,
which caused pelvic infection, uterus rupture and ovary wound, leading to death in
some cases.

- It was found that some juvenile victims of human trafficking got hook on
drugs by the agent supplied them drugs to make those juveniles under the control and
unable to escape.

In addition, the impacts also fell on families of juveniles who were
seduced, forced and threatened. Obviously, the family members felt similar hardship
and worried until some became ill and spent lots of money for treatment. Sometimes,
some juvenile who had been rescued and returned to the family and community, he
developed physical and emotiona problems or caught serious illness, which created
heavy burden to the poor family.Meanwhile, the community itself must care for the
trouble juveniles as a part of commnity (Vilawan Limpanawannakul, 2004).

The nation, particularly economy had been affected by health problem as
well. The government must allocate huge budget to prevent, find solution,
rehabilitation and better those juvenile, instead of spending money to develop the
nation’s other areas. Meantime, majority of them were in their working age and
represented the nation future. If they had been subjected to faith of becoming the
victims of human trafficking, beside losing the country prime working force, the
nation’s future would be at stake from having incompenent group of children and
threaten tto the nation security as well. As being seen, juuvenile trafficking has
become a serious social problem that affected all sectors, not only affecting the victim
and his family, but also damaging the country’s unique image and also her
people(www.thaihealth.or.th/healthcontent/new/7371).

According to the statistic of victims of Thailand human trafficking, almost
2.5 million of juveniles became the victims of human trafficking. Out of this numbers,
nearly 85% of juveniles were under the age of 18 years. In the year 2007, 358 children
from total 485 juveniles received the protection against human trafficking were under

18 years old.
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The problems in human trafficking for sexual exploitation increased the
intensity resulted from high return as compared to low risk of investment, including
the country development that created imbalance between the nation social and
economy, thus, widen the gap between the rich and the poor, limiting the access to the
government services, such as, education, health and social welfare, legal gap or law
enforcement, poverty, warfare, nation chaos. All of these have affected earnings,
especially created more social inequality, leading to social instability, both short-term
and long-term. Even with few studies in human trafficking, most of the studies
addressed the overall problems. There were no substantial literatures or researches on
the subject of juvenile trafficking. Then, this research particularly focused the study on
samples from the northern, central, north eastern and southern regions to find and
compare differences in the causes and reasons for juveniles becoming victimized of
huan trafficking.

From the above-mentioned reasons, the researcher decided to study the
situation, behavior and main factor causing juvenile exploitation from human
trafficking to find concrete preventive measures and solutions to the problems for Thai

society.

2.) A Summary of Abstract

This study investigate the state, factors and reasons for juvenile being
victimized of human trafficking from sexual exploitation to find preventive measures
and solutions to problems . The qualitative research was conducted to gather data from
a group of juvenile being victimized by human trafficking for sexual exploitation,
recuing and placing under the protection of all 4 Drop-in and Protection and
Professional Development Center. Research samples were 20 juveniles chosen 5
samples from each center, 4 officers and specialists in charge of the victims selected
one person from each unit, including 3 officers of the Anti-Hhuman Trafficking
Division, the Royal Thai Police. Data were collected with the In-depth Interview.

The results revealed human trafficking gradually evolved from slave
trading in the past to prostitution. Even though prostitution was brought under control

by the law enforcement, prostitution advanced into sending Thai women to sell sex
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overseas. At the same time, foreign women, mostly from Laos, Myanmar and
Cambodia entered Thailand for sex trade. Soon, those arrived solicitors were getting
younger and younger, which initiated the human trafficking business, having the
agents, providers or ring leaders to arrange delivery of child prostitutes to many
service facilities. Victimization of juvenile trafficking caused by the following 3
factors:

1.) Family reasons: In the families whose parents divorced or remarried
and established the new families, the children or youth from the old families were left
with the guardian. In the case where the children staying with mothers and her new
husband, these children often ran into conflicts with their step-fathers and lacking
family warmth. In some families, the parent’s constant quarreling created poor
samples for the children whereas some children ran away from home to escape
problems,. Moreover, parents’ over pampering could spoil the children and lower
their self-esteem, become vulnerable and more dependency on others.

2.) Economic reasons: Most trouble children or youth came from the poor
families, having parents working as the farmers and hired workers with inconsistent
earnings as well as many families were burdened with lots of children. With a large
family and inconsistent earnings, livings and education costs had increased
tremendously until the parents were unable to equally provide for their children,
causing heavy financial problems and debts. This has made the children dropping out
from school and entering the job market at early age. With low education, the children
were unable to find jobs with reasonable pay. They would become vulnerable to
human trafficking scheme of the agents who used good earning as incentive to lure
these children into prostitution.

3.) Social and Community reasons: Some community placing more values
on materials, locals preferred to send their offspring to work in foreign countries to
support the families, and paying less attention to the nature of work. Their desires for
their daughters to work overseas were heightened when the neighbors came back from
working aboard improved their living conditions with their foreign earnings. This was
the open opportunity for agents to lure children through promsing good incomes
working aboard, and at the destination country, the children were forced into

prostitution.
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This research recommends all public and private sectors, including the
general public to actively collaborate to find the preventive measures and solutions to
juvenile trafficking. The government must inform the pubic about the causes and
affects of human trafficking as well as raise public awareness on the existing
problems, including threats on public well-being. Informative activities should be
arranged as to educate the public on human trafficking. The police officers should
patrol the risk area that may secretly trade sex as well as make the arrest on operators,
agents, providers or those involved. As for the public sector, people must also get
involve in the process. For example, the family members should closely monitor their
children’s behaviors, provide them love and family warmth as well as focus on
the cause of problem to detect any changes that may lead to major problem.
More specific, the children or youth hooking on drugs or games are vulnerable
to becoming human trafficking victims. As for community, community leaders,
such as the village heads must be aware of problems and distribute knowledge
on human trafficking among the locals whereas the locals must keep their eyes

open for any suspicious activities in the community.

3.) Objective

1. To study situations and conditions of juvenile trafficking:

2. To study reasons and causes of becoming victimized of juvenile trafficking:
A Case Study of Sexual Exploitation

3. To find preventive measures and solutions for juvenile trafficking problems:

A Case Study of Sexual Exploitation

4.) Scope of Thesis Research
1. The research on Juvenile Trafficking : A Case study of Sexual
Exploitation employed data collected in the following aspects:
- Study and review literatures , documents, texts, body of laws,
including other related researches and thesis to human trafficking in various

approaches.
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- Study related concepts, theories on numerous human traffic
preventive measures.

2. The research was conducted in all 4 regions of Thailand by 4
Departments under the jurisdiction of Department of Soccial Development and
Welfare , directly protecting and providing long-term assistance to the victims of
human trafficking, not temporary shelters. These 4 Departments are the following:

- Ban Song Kaew Drop-in and Protection and Professional
Development Center, Pisanulok Province

- Ban Naree Sawas Drop-in and Protection and Professional
Development Center, Nakhonratchasima Province

- Ban Kedtrakran Drop-in and Protection and Professional
Development Center, Nonthaburi Province

- Ban Sri Surat Drop-in and Protection and Professional
Development Center, Suratthani Province

3. The targeted samples were the victims who had been rescued from
human trafficking and placed under the care of specialists and duty officers at all 4
Drop-in and Protection and Professional Development Center,including the police
officers involved in the arrest, suppression and prosecution of human trafficking cases

from the Anti-Human Trafficking Division, Royal Thai Police.

5.) Research Question

The research explored causes and reasons for juvenile becoming the victim
of human trafficking from seual exploitation in order ot find preventive measure and
solutions to problems so the juvenile would escape from human trafficking and avoid

being the victimof sexual exploitation .

6.) Methodology

The study was done as Qualitative Research with two approaches for data

collection:



v aa o o
shANT FAgauWani unaguuvanyseinsangy /166

1. Reviewing literatures from documents, texts, journals, body of
knowledge, including data from all concerned government agencies and internet on the
Ani-Human Trafficking.

2. In-depth interview among 20 juvenile trafficking victims who had been
placed under the protection of the Drop-in and Protection and Professional
Development Center, Ministry of Social Development and Human Security. They
were Thais and freigners from Mynmar, Laos and Cambodia who had been victimized
by the human trafficking for sexual exploitation, including 4 samples comprised of
the specialists and officers of all 4 centers, and 3- 4 police officers involved in the
arrest, suppression and prosecution of human trafficking cases, with at least 2 years of
experiences from the Anti-Human Trafficking Division, Royal Thai Police.

The structured questionnaires were used for interviewing samples to study
research problems, and objectives. It also included data from literatures review to
extract related issues. Interview questionnaire for juvenile divided into 3 parts and the
one for interviewing the specialists and officers of all 4 centers, and police officers
from the Anti-Human Trafficking Division, Royal Thai Police contained 5 parts.

After collecting data form interview, the researcher had verified data
to ensure the content accuracy and completion before categorized data to
analyze the cause of juvenile trafficking for sexual exploitation so young people

would not fall into the trap of human trafficking ring.

7.) Statistical Analysis

After reviewing literatures and data from key informants in different
government agencies,including field research data , using the In-depth interview with
Juveniles who became the victims of human trafficking. In addition, more information
were acquired by Case Study to conduct the Content Analysis and interpret data as the
Descriptive Research. The study was to explore the issue to reach understanding and

conclude per objective and conceptual framework.
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8.) Results

Juvenile trafficking victims

1. Juvenile Background

All juveniles were females, average age 17 years, single. Majority of
samples were 11 Laotians, namely, A,B, C, J, Lai, Wan, Con, Un, Kaew,Pet and Ploy.
7 Thais females, consisted of Pang, Pee, Air, May, Som, Lae and Taew . There were 2
female with Tai nationality , Ning and O.

Based on the educational record, 2 females completed Prathom Suksa 2, 1
female completed Prathom Suksa 3, 6 females completed Prathom Suksa 5, 2 females
completed Prathom Suksa 6, 1 female completed Matayomsuksa 1,1 females
completed Matayomsuksa 2, 6 females completed Matayomsuksa 3,including overall
interview on Laotians, completed Prathomsuksa, only 6 Juveniles completed

Matayomsuksa 3.

2. Causes of juvenile trafficking
Three main causes of juvenile trafficking are as follows:
1. Family aspect:

- The juveniles with family problems. For examples, juveniles
who came from trouble families with poor family bond or those with unfit
inappropriate child rearing are at risk for becoming the victims of human trafficking.

- Juvenile from defective families whose parents either passed
away or divorced: For examples, B’s mother passed away whereas Li and Taew’s
fathers died. In addition, Som and May’s parents divorced and established new
families, while C’father had a new wife.

- Problems on family relations with constant families
bickering: For examples, P and Lai felt inadequate and constantly quarrel with
mothers , while Van and Kaew’s parents always in conflicts with each other.

- Over protective, always pampering, and controlling
offspring: For examples, Lay and Taew were subjectd to this type of child rearing.

2. Economic aspect: Most juveniles were born in the destitute families

whose parents engaged in agriculture, or farming. Most of them were seasonal workers
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with inconsistent and inadequate incomes to support large family members. For
instance, the families of A, C, Jay, Som, Ning, Lai, Wan, Con and Un had consistent
financial problems whereas Air and Pet families incurred debts from borrowning
money to support their families.

3. Social and Community aspect: Because Juveniles are now living in the
society that value more materials, so they follow the same pattern. For instance,
Ning, Wan, Kon, Pet, Ploy and Taew desire to build the new house for the parents or
wanted to own cars or other valuable assets as other well-to-do, which made them

ventured into human trafficking.

3. Seduction of Juvenile toleave the family and became victims of
human trafficking

The finding indicated that juveniles can be seduced into human trafficking
by the agents, neigbours, co-workers or even relatives who persuaded juveniles to do
different works such as, waiting on the tables or sales person.

Reasons for Juvenile deciding to leave their former domiciles.

1. Some juniles such as A, C, J, Air, Som, Wan, Con , Pet and Ploy
wanted to escape from poverty because most families made their livelihoods from
seasonal working in the rice paddies, fields and orchards, with unstable occupations.
Some families had no consistent earnings whereas others were hired occasionally.
Therefore, these juvenile would like to build better life, placing more values on
materials or building new houses for their parents.

2. Pee, May and Lay had problems in family relations and came from
defective family without warmth in the family.

3. Two persons, Bee and Pang were forced or kidnapped unwillingly.

4. Un and Kaew were trapped out of their curiosity and desire to be in the
unseen place

5. Lae and Taew developed poor habit of going to entertainment places at
night that required frivolous spending, so they must earn extra money to support their

habits by selling sex.
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Officers or Specialists from the Drop-in and Protection and
Professional Development Center

1. Relevant Agencies Human Trafficking Jurisdiction

The agencies aim to provide assistance to women and children facing
social problems in addition to protecting juvenile being victimzed of human
trafficking in accordance with the Anti-Human Trafficking Act B.E. 2551, which has
focused on the following areas:

1.) To alter behavior , provide spiritual retreats, enhance vocational skills
and education for young girls under 18 years who volutarlily requested protection in
accordance with the Prevention and Suppression of Prostitution Act B.E. 2539.

2.) To rehabilitate victims of human trafficking

3.) To provide relief, protection and develop vocational skills for
underprivilege females who had been plagued with social problems.

4.) To prevent the seduction and human trafficking through the
development of vocational skills within the community through training and bulding
network to watch foor human trafficking in the area.

The operation targeted on the following 3 groups:

1. Young girls and women with social difficulties

2. Women and children as stated by the Prostitution Prevention and
Suppression Act B.E. 2539.

3. Victmized women and children as stated by the Anti-Human Trafficking

Act B.E. 2551.

2. Influential causes and factors on juvenile being victimized of human
trafficking on sexual exploitation

1.) Economic factor: Majority of juvenile came from poor families with
most parents made their livings from agricultures to support numbers of offspring.
With meager incomes, the parents were unable to provide subsistence for the children
evenly so their children must relocate to different parts of the country to help support
the families.

2.) Educational factor: Low education juvenile tended to leave school

early or failed employment after fininshng school, while fews stay with parents to help
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with the odd jobs, which made them vulnerable for temptation into prostitution by the
agent with the promise of good earnings.

3.) Family factor: Due to family conflicts within the split families where
parents divorced or died, so the children were left without the guidance, warmth, and
happiness in such families.

4.) Value factor: In the community where the families put the emphasis on
materials, they would consider sending the daughters off to work outside the
community, at other countries to help support the family without checking the
background of the nature of work prior to employment. Thus, it is rather easy for the
agent to tempt these girls into prostitution by promising good incomes and eventually

they would become the victims of human trafficking.

3. Campaign for preventive measures and solutions to human
trafficking

Officers or Specialists at the Drop-in and Protection and Professional
Development Center gave the following statement, “ The government agencies should
proactively educate people in the preventive measures for human-trafficking through
the lectures and the ccmmunity sueveillance network to monitor suspicious activies of

the community residents to prevent the risk human trafficking”.

4.Campaign for public participation in finding preventive measures
and solutions to human trafficking

Officers or Specialists at the Drop-in and Protection and Professional
Development Center gave the following statement, “ The participation of public sector
in preventing and finding preventive measures for human-trafficking initially required
the government serious attention in through the lectures and the community
sueveillance network in order to monitor suspicious activies of the community
residents just to prevent the risk of human trafficking and the subsequent impacts so

that pulic would be alerted to the problem and work together to resolve the issue.”
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5. Additional Suggestions

Officers or Specialists at the Drop-in and Protection and Professional
Development Center gave the following statement, “Human trafficking is considered
one of the nation most concerned problems in serious violations of human

rights,which required all parties concrete collaboration to solve such problem.

Police Officers of the Anti-Human Trafficking Division

1. Jurisdiction of Police Officers of Anti-Human Trafficking Division

The Anti-Human Trafficking Division (AHTD) is a government
agency with its jurisdiction to prosecute crime cases as follows:

1.) Investigate, inquire and suppress all types of wrongdoings in
human-trafficking

2.) Investigate, inquire and suppress all wrongdoings on Illegal
labor, either domestic or overseas employments

3.) Prevention, and protection through social organization by
imposing the government policy on Internet and Games, and other
Entertainment Complex, including dormitories to ensure law compliance from
these facilities.

4.) Another approach is to cooperate with the relevant agencies on the
assigned tasks.

To carry on tasks in all 4 areas must depend on the following
legislative power:

1. Anti-Human Trafficking Act B.E. 2551

2. Anti-Prostituion Act B.E. 2539

3. Alien Employment Act B.E.2551

4. Child Protection Act B.E. 2546

5. Domestic Violence Victimized Protection Act B.E. 2550

6. Anti-Panhandle Act B.E. 2484

7. Immigration Act B.E. 2522

In other words, when a crime occurred, the officers in charge would
conduct the investigation and inquiry to bring the accused offenders to justice.

This preccedures involved the investigation, prosecution and court procedures
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to prove the offender’s wrongdoings.Therefore, prevention, suppression,

investigation and inquiry measures must coincide and effective.

2. Situation, behavior and causes, including other agents and provider
approaches to persuade juvenile into human trafficking

The officers of the Anti-Human Trafficking Division gave the following
statement, “ Prostitution has been existed sine the ancient time, from Egyptian era to
the persent, only evolved throughout time. In the old days, prostitution was done
openly along the sidewalks or public places. Later, the pattern was concealed in
certain business such as the messages palors because these places constanly
prostitution-related services to the customers. On the exterior, these establishments
may look like ordinary message parlors, but prostitution may engage inside as usual.
In latter era, the pattern had evolved to sending Thai women to trade sex in foreign
countries such as Japan, South Africa and Bahren where women were regarded as
commodies and in need of this type of women. With huge demand, Thai women
traveled to these coutries to work, and vice versa, Thailand import foreign prostitutes
into the country for sex trade as well. For instances, there is the alarming numbers of
women from Laos, Cambodia and Chiana entering Thailand to sell sex. In addition,
the number of juvenile entered prostitution are increasing as well from promising
incentives . The agents or providers usually traveled to the remote villages where
village children concentrated in the pub or hangout places such as bicycle arena and
persuaded them with promising job and big earning. In addition, the juvenile who had
been in the sex trade may lure their friends or find children at the same age to join
prostitution and later those childen became the victims of human trafficking.

As for the prostitution ring overseas, many Thai women were persuaded
by Thai and foreign agents sending Thai women overseas for prostitution, The risk
groups are those working at the message parlors or different entertainment centers,
including those from the trouble families. Most of them were sent to work in the
middle east countries. However, the agents had withheld some work details such as,
type of customers. Typically, the agents would advance traveling fees, which made
these women incurred heavy debts , estimated 50,000 baht. As a matter of fact, the
agents would double the and told these women that they owed 100,000 baht.
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Therefore, when these women reached the destination, they would be confined to the
control area and ridden of their passaports and eventually forced into prostitution and
victimized of human trafficking.

There are many reasons for juvenile becoming the victims of human
trafficking such as prior to becoming victims of human trafficking, many juveniles
developed habits of premature sexual relationship woth their boyfriends, having the
most frequent statement such as, “ lost virginity, not money ~ This relationship is on
the surface and brief, which later developed into prostitution to earn extra income.
Human trafficking mainly caused by the following reasons:

1.) Some juvenile has no real finamcial problems, but their frivolous
spending nature and habits for consuming brand name merchandises such as fashion
hand bags, latest model telephone or expensive clothes compelled them to find extra
incomes to keep up with the current trend.

2.) Juvenile from poor family wanted to better their lives,familes and some
needed money to support their families.

3.) Juvenile living in the urban area are very attached to traditional value
of paying gratitude to their parents, so they came to big cities, hopng to find jobs and
raise enough money to send their earnings to the parents for building new homes.
Earlier, it was a big trend for women from the north or Mynmar and Laos to follow

this practice .”

3. Campaign for preventive measures and solutions to problems in
human trafficking , including the assistance to juvenile victims

According to the statement from the police officers of Anti-Human
Trafficking Division, the guidelines for precvetive measures and solution to human
trafficking are as follows:

1.) Disseminate knowledge and educate the pubic on human trafficking
problems, including eimpacts on different areas, not only on the victims, ut also the
family members, society and other people affected by this problem.

2.) Provide more police serives to the people by collaborating with the

community to enhance activities building knowledge in human trafficking.
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3.) Having officers patrolling the risk area of juvenile sex trade such as
motels or entertainment centers to campaign against juvenile used such facilities to
engage in sexual trading.

4.) Request collaboration with the Department of Consulate in issuing
passaport or suspending passaports to women who had history of traveling overseas
for prostitution.

5.) Seriously arrange litigation against the operators, agents and providers
for prostitution.

Hence, the assistance to juvenile after the operator, agent or provider were
arrested by the are specified as follows:

1.) Juveniles who are willingly accepted help from the government had
been sent to the Rehabiltation Center, one of the divisions under the jurisdiction of
Department of Social Development and Welfare, Ministry of Social Development and
Human Security.

2.) Juveniles are entitled to be in the witness Protection Program of the
Ministry of Justice.

3.) Juveniles are entitled to assistance based on the Victim Damage

Remidial Act from the Ministry of Justice.

4. Campaign for public participation in finding preventive
measures and solutions to human trafficking

The police officers of Anti-Human Trafficking Divisionalso made the
following statements:

1.) The juveniles even with good conscious and making their
livelihoods appropriately, able to differenetiate right from wrong could be
subjected to the risk of human trafficking as well.

2.) Family members should keep constant watch on thir offspring to
detect any changes out of ordinary in their behaviors.

3.) Family members of juveniles becoming drug addicts or addicted
to games are in the risk group that should strictly monitor the behavior of their

children.
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4.) Community leaders, not only the village headman, but also the
village senior must make it their priority to disseminate knowledge in human
traffificking among the villagers as well as closely monitoring the community

areas for suspicious activities.

5. Additional Recommendations

The police officers of the Anti-Human Trafficking gave the following
statement, “ Human Trafficking is considered one of the nation most concerned
problems that should be made into the national agenda. The remedy to such problem
must receive active collaboration between the public and private sectors because such
action constitutes serious violation of human rights and immora. It is not only affected
the victim, but also influenced the family members and society. So, all parties should

collaborate with each other to solve this problem.”

9.) Discussion

The research findings on the study of Juvenile Trafficking : A Case Study
of Sexual Exploitation through interviewing juveniles who had been victimized of
human trafficking, officers or specialists at the Drop-in and Protection and
Professional Development Center, including the police officers from the Anti-Human
Trafficking Division as well as studying documents, and texts. The researcher

discussed the research finding as follows:

1. Situation and Behavior of juvenile becoming victimized in human
trafficking

The findngs from studying the victimization of Juvenile Traffickng
ndicated the evolution of human trafficking from slavery in the old days. After
abolishing slavery during the reign of King RamaV, prostitution pattern changed with
the passing of laws to control the prostitution numbers. Later, it developed into
sending Thai women to trade sex overseas, and vice versa, the foreign prostitutes were
brough into Thailand. Then prostitution gradually changed its pattern up to now,

which is coincided wit the historical eevidence that stated in many laws about the
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prostitution act, such as the Royal Decree in abduction of B.E 1901, the Royal Decree
of Husband and Wife of B.E. 1904. Obviously, those became prostitutes were the
slave women in the old days (Kajorn Jukpraneat,1996). Later, the prostitutes became
younger and younger because the service buyers preferences in younger prostitutes.
This finding is coincided with the report of Policy and Plan for Juvenile, Bangkok
(1993 ) on the year 1989 up to now, the prostitution among women and children has
increased , particular in Thailand. There was the report of nearly 400,000 prostitutes ,
within these numbers, estimated 40 percent or 160,000 were prostitutes under 16 years
old.

Because juvenile prostitutes are now in demand, booth doestic and
overseas, the human trafficking occurred to facilitate the juvenile trafficking process
by sending them to work in different entertainment places. First, the agent or provider
approached the family of juvenile in the remote village with the promise of
betterliving. Juveniles were living in poverty where both paents support the family
through meager incomes from agriculture. Many families had lots of children, so they
were unable to provide for all their children evenly. Moreover, juveniles with low
education because they had to leave school at young age were unable to decent jobs.
As a result, some had to work on manual labor and constantly looking to better their
life quality. This is the opportunity for the agent to persuade them into working in the
restaurant and karaoke with promising of good earnings, so they could save money
and sent home to their parents. These juvenile believd the agent without careful
thinking whereas some families urged their daughters to work outside the community
so they could sent money for the parents to build new homes. As a result, these
juvenile became victims of human trafficking. This finding id coincided with the
research on Women and Children Trafficking Process: A Case Study of Ban Kred
Trakarn (Vilawan Limnavannakul, 1994) who states that the beginning of
victimization started with women and children @~ when being persuaded by
acquaintances, neighbours and relatives. As for the reasons for being the victim is
gender, age and education. It was found that the victims were younger than 20 years
and had no education, so they were more prone to the risk of victimization than other
groups. Personal factors such as the basic life necessities, gratitude values, and copy

popular social behaviora. For family facors, single family working as farmers and
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hired workers, with the pressure of keeping up with their neighbours , so they decided
to deent thir daughters to work outside the area, including the opportunity to raise thair

status and relieve the family burden from debt and landless.

2. Causes and factors of juvenile trafficking from sexual exploitation

1.) Family Reasons

Most of 20 samples came from t families with different features as
follows:

- Their imperfect families cased by the death of father or
mother or both parents. Some families, the parents divorced and remarried to establish
new families. Many juveniles were sent to live with the gauardian, so they grew up
feeling left out and lacking love and warmth from their families. Later they developed
inferiority complex because they could not bond those outside their true families.

- Poor family relations because the parents often quarrels or
parents quarrel with offspring. Moreover, when the parents divorced and remarried to
establish the new family, so the children had to live with step-mothers or step-fathers.
In this case, the children would feel left out, not getting attention that they needed and
they were yearning for love and warmth. When the juvenile felt this way, they would
feel deeply hurt inside and create resistance against their families, and want to escape
to find happiness outside their homes . This created the opportunity for the agent to
persuade these children into working for them with money as the great incentive.
These behaviors put juveniles at risk of becoming the human trafficking victims.This
finding is coincided with the statement by Surachai Piemsomboon (2006) “ Family is
the the smallest social foundation, but having the most significant roles in society. A
strong family with love and warmth could built immunity against evil and become the
powerful force to protect all family members from social problems. On the contrary,
many social problems originated from family as well. The current famiy structure are
weak due to more single family, which torn apart the conventional family structure
that depended on strong bOnd and extensive family.”

- Child rearing is different depended on the local cultures.
Most parents love their children and rear their childen with love and support, while

others may use emotion, neglect their children or too strict. The sample mostly came
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from the family wth supported rearing, which may affect personality and emotion
development. In other words, if a mother showered their offspring ith excess love and
pampering, the childen would lack their confidence and depend on others for
assistance at all times. As a result, these children would become easy prey for human
trafficking. This finding is coincided with the concept of the surrounding in child
rearing and relationships between the children and families of Mataluk (Mataluk
Oorrungroj,2006) who states that “ Mothers who are over protective and over
pampering until the children no longer able to help themselves, constanly look for
mothers assistance. Soon they would lose their confidence and easily trap into human
traffick process.”

2.) Economic Status

Economic status is one of the significant factors affecting juvenile
trafficking due to society placing more values on consumption and financial status
rather than virtues, which made many juveniles struggle to support their frivolous
habits.

All 20 samples state the following reasons:

- Majoity came from poor family with both parents made their
livelihoods from agriculture with inconsistent incomes from uncontrollable factors.
There are many factors affecting their livelihoods such as weather, which made
production unpredictable. Moreover, they came from large families with many
children, so their parents were unable to provide for them evenly.

- Lacking employment and opportunity to raise t heir income
level , change occupation or family status because most samples came from farmng
families, working in the rice paddies manly once a year. Therefore, after harvesting
season, they usually stayed home without other source of income, living day-to-day
from picking natural vegetables and fishing along the ditch. They were unable to their
livelihoods somewhere else.

- Family debt: When the family had no other mean of incomes
during off-season , they must borrow money from other people to feed the family.

Therefoe, one can look at poverty as follow:
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1. A person is poor because he is unable to access the facilities essential to
good life suh as no recreation places, not enough educational opportunity, no
appropriate health facitlitiies.

2. The poor is a group of people with the lowest earnings in the society as
a result from unequal income earnings and unfair incme distributions.

3. A person is poor because of lacking the opportunity to climb the social
ladder or advance himself to better status or raise his incomes in the society.

To conclude, poverty in either side is considered as one of the factors
pulling juveniles into human trafficking ring. Therefore, economic problem is also the
main cause leading individual into the risky situation, surrounding by other problems
and subsequently reaching other social problems as well.

3.) Social and Community Reasons: At present, society became weken
with members not paying attention to the social conditions . People tend to alienate
each other and grow independent, which made them lacking social protection,
including the current fever of materialism, all of these reaons contributed to the
childen becoming victims of juvenile trafficking.

- Materiaism: The findings indicated that many juveniles
enjoyed following the current fashion trend, placing more values on materials rather
than ethics and morals. It is directly affected by the family rearing such as paying
gratitude to the parents by buiding them new home, wanting to own brand new car, or
other valuable assets. Then, these samples would struggle to earn more incomes, but
with limited education, they had less chance to land appropriate occupation. Then,
these juvenile choose to work overseas, which created the chance for agents to tempt
juvenile into human trafficking.

This finding is coincided with the study of Jamaree Pitukvong
( 2529)on chaging toward sophistication. In his study, women left their homes to find
works with more incomes. Thus, it created a single family where a mother was burden
with child rearing. These changes also affected the attitude of family members by
changing their perpective in lifestyles and focus more on earnings. Now, women are
no longer the household guardian, instead they focus more on materialism than spirit.

Moreover, the process of social and cultural changes plays

significant roles toward changes in members’ lifestyles, particularly rual women. At
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present , these women are becoming more dependent, including higher roles and social
functions, leading to more respects for those with wealth and social status. Therefore,
rural families preferred their members migrating to the city. This also brought change
in the locals’ attitudes that focused more on materials and comfortable living, and in
turn creating competition between the locals in the village, to show off their wealth.
This in presented the opportunity for those looking to profit from temptation of these
locals until eventually becoming the victims of human trafficking.

- Regarding the locals’ migration to find better work, the
findings indicated that juvenile after leaving school would stay home to help parents
working with odd jobs, and no consistent incomes. It is common for this group to look
for work overseas because those who lived in the same community succeeded and able
to built big houses and buy new cars for their families, so they were searching for the
same dream to better their living conditions, with no concern whatsoever, only focus
how much money they could make for their families.

This finding is coincided with the concept of Nel Anderson
(Somsuk Srisunthisook, 1993 ) who defined changes relevant to politic. In other
words, when the villagers relocated to the city, they tended to adopt urban lifestyles as
beng seen in the way they dress, livelihoods or materials preferences,which it turn
changing the family structure. This rapid change brought unique features such as,
increasing numbers of population, and tense competition. In addition, when one is
looking for job security, and financial stability, one is also looking for comfortable
living and accepting those with economic stability as the role model. Members of
society,then, explored different venues to meet their materials demand such as luxury
homes in the high end neighbourhood or expensive cars. These factors are all

contributed to juvenile becoming the victim of human trafficking.

3. Juveniles Seduction for Human Traficking

Overall, the finding indicted most samples who had been the victims of
human trafficking were approached by the agents residing inside the village or
outsiders. Total 6 samples were approached by Thai agents whereas 3 samples

followed relatives to work . In addition 10 samples were persuaded by co-workers,
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friends of relatives, including friends that hang out together. Only 1 person decided to
work on her own freewill.

The finding indicated that most juveniles becoming victimized of human
trafficking from being persuaded by others rather than making own decisions because
it is the basic human survival. According to Maslow(Jirapa Tengtairut, 2000), he
mentioned 2 things that human behavior: Basic Needs and Meta need. Therefore,
when someone persuaded juvenile to come to work, he would make the decision
quickly, regardless of work nature, ligimate or illegimaate works . When they saw
others leaving the community to work outside and earned better incomes, they would
like to do the same. So when someone told them that they could work for better
money, they believed and wanted to do the same to fulfill their needs..

Additionally, it was found also the agents who persuaded juvenile lived in
the same village or even the outside agents. These people preyed on juvenile living in
the remote village, young and lacking life experiences, little education and no degree,
so they could be taken in by the adults who may tempt them with the promise of good
income or valuables. Having the agent went directly to the village is the beginning of
human trafficking. When the juvenile believed these agents , they would take the
chidren out of the area and delivered to the destination systematically.

Moreover, some samles had the relatives, working in this kind of
profession before, and suceeeded in good earning with more money and better living.
This group of juvenile faied to think over or contemplate about the nature of work.
They were only concern oh how to make the most money, so they becme a victim of
human trafficking.

The finding indicated that some research samples were persuaded by close
friends, or former co-workers knowing each other well. Maority of samples admitted
relying on friends for advice .Some followed friends and do everyting to gain
possesion of own brand name and expensive merchandises .

Lasty, only one juvenile, Ning who came from poor family decided to
work out of her own freewill to escape poverty and support her frivolous habit. She
wanted to build a new house for per parents and better living from seeing neighbours

coming to work in the city.
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4. Preventive Measures and Probems Solutions

Human trafficking is considered as one of the major concerned problems
of the nation because it is the serious viloation of human rights, not only creating
physical and emotional impacts on the victim, but also influenced the family as well,
including the society and the nation. Therefore, the public, private and community
locals must collaborate together to solve this problem.

As for the government, they must actively disseminate knowledge and
raise people awareness on human traffickling, including the impacts and other activites
that benefit the public. Meantime, the police officers must patrol the risk area may
secretly arrange juvinile prostitution. Moreover, the operator, including agent or
providers must be seriously prosecuted for wrongdoings. The people should do their
parts as well by keeping close watch on the childen, providing love and famiy warmth,
also, pointing out the pitfall of the problem, observing changes in their behaviors ,
particularly on those juveniles hooked on games or drugs which considered vulnerable
to become victims of human trafficking. As for community, the community leader
either the village chief or headman should be aware of the existing problems,
disseminate knowledge among the public as well as keep their sharp eyes on the

problems.

10.) Recommendation

Juvenile sexual exploitation is considered as one type of human
trafficking, so-called social crime that lower human self-esteem. At present, the
situation has become so intense that the agent, or provider developed more complex
techniques to seduce children into human trafficking. These human trafficking rings
went to the remote villages in the rural areas, with the promise to find job working in
the restaurant for the village juvenile, instead they were forced to provide sex services
at Karaoke or Entertainment café in different parts of the country.

Such situations had raised concerns among numerous coutries. Thus, it is
extremely crucial for all sectors to collaborate on finding preventive measures and

solutions to the problems. The researcher recommends the following actions:
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The government should set up the policy to enhance economic and social
equality, domestic and between the neighbouring countries. Due to globalization trend,
the world has become one big society. In order to eradicate human trafficking, the
government should enhance social righteous to strengthen community until the public
gain wisdom, independence, without becoming the instrument for anyone to exploit.

Educate the public to enhance their potentials so they could keep up with
social and economic changes witout being exploited or victimized by any groups.

Create employment in the community after harvesting season too prevent
relocation to work outside the area.

Strengthen the community network to guard the community members
against wrongdoings in active collaboration with the related agencies, particularly , the
judical organizations. In order to eradicate the problem, the offenders must be brought

to trial and punished.

11.) Recommendation for Further study

The study juvenile victims of human trafficking from sexual exploitation
explored the causes and effects of human trafficking by focusing on the background
of juvenile before they became the victims and after being rescued by the relevant
agencies and placing them under the care of Drop-in and Protection and Professional
Development Center, Department of Social Development and Welfare. These agencies
would provide assistance and rehabilitation for juvenile until they fet more relax,
including the legal assistance.These juvenile only stay in that facility temporaily.

Later, those juveniles victims of human trafficking were sent back to their
domiciles. Then, their lifestyles should be observed after return to social life to see
whether they could adjust to social life and living normally in order to provide

assistance when needed.
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COA.No0.2012/240.2507

Documentary Proof of The Committee for Research Ethics (Social Sciences)

Title of Project: Human Trafficking of Juvenile Victims: A Case of Sexual Exploitation

(Thesis for Master Degree)

Principal Investigator: Mr. Rapheephat Thitiudomphat
Name of Institution: Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Mahidol University
Approval includes: 1) MU-SSIRB Submission Form version received date 20 July 2012
2) Participant Information Sheet for Children and Young People version date 20 July 2012

3) Participant Information Sheet for Expert or Officer version date 20 July 2012

4) Participant Information Sheet for Police version date 20 July 2012

5) Informed Consent Form for Children and Young People version date
20 July 2012

6) Informed Consent Form version date 20 July 2012

7) Structured Interview for Children and Young People received date 20 July 2012

8) Structured Interview for Expert or Officer received date 20 July 2012

9) Structured Interview for Police received date 20 July 2012

The Committee for Research Ethics (Social Sciences) is in full compliance with International Guidelines of
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