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This thesis aims at 1) studying and presenting the development of Urak Lawoi community settlement
in Phuket and the factors influencing the settlement; 2) studying Urak Lawoi local knowledge about settiement
and analyzing local livelihood through cultural ecology perspective; 3) studying the impact‘of development and
socio-economic change from internal and external factors, and the present state of Urak Lawoi settlement
security in' Phuket, and 4) suggesting the ways to promote settlement security for the Urak Lawoi in Phuket
by using the concept of community rights. - .

This thesis uses qualitative research method by conducting literature review and field research.
The focus is on oral history which gives a trace of seitlement development. The majority of the Urak Lawoi stated
that their forefathers came from the southern part of Malay peninsula and travelled by boats through islands in the
Andaman Sea, settled temporarily along suitable sites from Adang islands, Lipe island, Bulone islands in Satun,
Mook island, Nagi island, and Kradan island in Trang, Lanta island in Krabi, and then to Bon island, He island,
Lone island and Ka Yai cape around Phuket area. Over 200 years ago they frequented these places

and eventually settled down permanently in Sapam beach, Koh Sireh, and Rawai beach.

Factors influencing the settlement include physical and socio-economic factors. The Urak Lawoi also
have beliefs and rituals on settiement that indicate physical and cultural adaptation to the environment and
natural resources. The Urak Lawoi utilize local natural resources and they have practices to protecl and conserve
the environment as well.

Choosing to settle down permanently is another way of adaptation for the Urak Lawoi. Consequently,
they have to adjust their boats and fishing technology, and their livelihood has been affected by larger society.
In addition, the Urak Lawoi fishing grounds have been decreased due to the development of the coastal areas
and the establishment of protected areas.

Nowadays, the Urak Lawoi communities in Phuket are all facing the problems of community rights
and settlement security. Growth-oriented development, the expansion of tourism industry, and land fitle system
based on legal documents have negative impact on the communities. Internal faclors that escalate Urak Lawoi's
plight are population increase and limitation of settlement area, poverty and debt, fear of authority and influential

outsiders, and the lack of self-organization.

Settlement security should be promoted by using the concept of community rights. The Urak Lawoi
should participate in decision-making and planning about their community and the use of natural resources.
In the past, their traditional marine livelihoods and temporary settlements have proved that they could live
harmoniously with the environment and natural resources for hundreds of years. Development process needs
to consider their traditional knowledge and cultural competence. Their participation in the development process
is crucial. Government agencies and non-profit organizations need to collaborate in working with the Urak Lawoi
and developing special cultural areas in order to protect both the cultures and the peoples.
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