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The survey was aimed at : 1) learning the problems and needs of Thai
Buddhist people in the urban area of Pattani Province, 2) revealing the problem
concerning leadership power, evaluating the leadership, and finding out whether there
was any local organization. taking care of people's problem and needs, and 3)
examining how much people could depend on formal and informal leaders ranging from
neighborhood leaders, village leaders, tambon leaders or the tambon administration
organization to local politicians, Members of Parliament and government officers in the
area.

The data were collected by interviewing 370 Buddhist people living in
the municipality of Pattani Province. They were selected by multistage random
sampling. An interview schedule was employed as a research tool. The findings were
summarized below.

Problems The Thai Buddhist people were mainly faced with the
economic problem (income from the primary occupation) and the social problem (illegal
drugs). They experienced a slight problem of resource and environment because the
Pattani Municipality had developed continuously. Also, they encountered a slight
problem concerning the public utilities services. The problem was poor maintenance
and inadequacy of the telephone service.

Leadership power Most people in the sample had to primarily depend
on themseives. They receives no help from anyone-from people within tpe
neighborhood, village headmen, tambon headmen, or local leaders at all levels.
Noticeably, the samples did not make comments or express opinions about local -
leaders because they feared to do so and were not certain. Therefore, it was not clear
from the study whether they received help from formal and informal local leaders or not.

Recommendations :

The urban area in Pattani Province should be divided into zones on the
basis of socio-economic characteristics and the community leaders should be elected.
Meetings should be held to find out the problems and needs of Thai Buddhist people
living there. The problems and needs should be ranked in order cf importance and
presented to the Municipal Office. When urban communities were formally set up, local
leaders should be invited to talk with the community people for the former to learn about
the latter's needs. There should be regular meetings or as found appropriate to set a
plan in developing the municipality of Pattani Province. The budget should be
appropriately allocate to serve the needs of local people.





