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ABSTRACT  TE132595
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The study was conducted for the following purposes : (1) to find out the
youth’s Buddhist characteristics and the factors leading to their Buddhist
characteristics, (2) the youth’s aggressiveness and the factors leading to their
aggressiveness, and (3) the youth’s Buddhist characteristics that led to their
aggressiveness.

The data were collected from 194 Matthayomsuksa 4 at Wat
Bungthonglang School and Satri Wittaya 2 School in Bangkok. Percentage, mean,
standard deviation, Pearson correlation, Point Biserial correlation and multiple
regression were used to analyze the data.

The findings were summed up as follows.

1. Most of the subjects were females. Their academic achievement was
from moderate to good levels. Their families’ economic status were from moderate
to low levels. Their parents lived together and most of the parents had a Bachelor’s
degree and primary education.

2. Most of the subjects transferred Buddhist characteristics from their
families at a moderate level. Such a transfer was direct. That is, their parents taught
or told them about Buddhist characteristics rather than behaved as examples. They
were told about the Buddhist belief and the Buddhists’ understanding rather than
about how to behave in accordance with Lord Buddha’s teachings. Their schools
transferred Buddhist characteristics to them at a moderate level.

3. Most of the subjects were found to have Buddhist characteristics at a
moderate level. They were told about the Buddhist belief and the Buddhists’
understanding rather than about how to behave in a Buddhist way. They were
moderately aggressive both in language use and physical manners.

4. The most important factor leading to Buddhist characteristics was
transfer of Buddhist characteristics from the family, followed by transfer of
Buddhist characteristics from the school, respectively. All these factors together
could explain 19.1 percent of Buddhist characteristics of the youth.

5. The most important factors leading to the youth’s aggressiveness was the
youth’s Buddhist characteristics, which had a negative. relationship to their
aggressiveness and could explain the youth’s aggressiveness the best (12 %)

Recommendations

1. The family institution should be made to realize that it is the family’s
duty to transfer Buddhist characteristics to the youth in the family. Especially, the
parents should strictly follow Buddhist principles so that they can be good
examples for their children. Also, there should be campaigns to make people have a
correct knowledge and understanding of Buddhism so that they will see the benefit
of Buddhism and can follow Buddhist teachings and so that they can teach or
transfer Buddhist beliefs to the youth correctly.

2. The Buddhism course at school should be revised so that it will include
Buddhist practices as course requirements. Buddhist practices should be part of the
total score. Buddhist activities should be improved to be more interesting to attract
the youth to join the activities. The activities should suit their age and should be
easy to join. For example, a Buddhist practice camp should be held at school or at a
temple near the school so that the school can play a part in transferring Buddhist
characteristics to the youth. Cooperation between schools and temples should be
promoted through Buddhist activities so that the youth will be closer to temples and
Buddhism.





