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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) socio-economic status of farmers,
(2) conditions of Kluay Khai production by farmers, (3) Kluay Khai marketing of farmers,
and (4) problems and suggestions for Kluay Khai production and marketing by farmers.

The population in this study was a number of 125 Kluay Khai farmers in
Kamphaeng Phet Province. Data were collected from 86 sample derived by using Taro
Yamane’s formula and interviewed questionnaire was employed. Data were analyzed by
using statistics, such as frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, and
standard deviation.

The results of this research were concluded that (1) There were more female than
male informants, with an average age of 52,14 years and completed primary education. The
average number of family member was 4.28 persons. The average number of household labor
was 2.23 persons. The average farm area was 22.94 rai (1 rai = 1,600 square meters). The
total average household income was 294,474.53 baht. The average farm expense was
108,608.59 baht. The average debt was 191,441.86 baht. The average Kluay Khai planted
area was 5.48 rai. The average experience in Kluay Khai production was 15.56 years.

2) Kluay Khai production was their main occupation. Daily labor was hired in assisting
production. The average production cost was 5,355.30 baht/rai spending out from their
personal capital. The average yield was 2,673.72 kg/rai. Planting area was plain and sandy
loam. They had never collected soil for analysis. Kamphaeng Phet variety, a local variety
with good background was mostly planted. Shoots and leaves were trimmed. Banana flower
would be cut when bearing fruits and the last hand of banana appeared. Shoots were selected.
Watering was channel flow by groundwater with averagely 23.48 times per year. There was
no damage prevention from storm. No insect outbreak was found, but there was disease
outbreak. The most found disease was leaf blight during May to August. Chemical substance
was sprayed for protection, eradication of weed flora was carried out averagely 6.40 times per
year by spraying chemical substance. Chemical substance was not used after fruiting and no
more hand of banana. In the harvest, when banana fruit became round, labor carried away
from orchard without cleaning. Orchard management after harvest was new planting cycle.
3) They sold the produces to local merchants coming for wholesale at the orchard and
indicated the price. Produces were selected and sold in heap, 111.25 baht for a heap.
Payment was made at a time of selling. They did not form a group for selling and processing.
They used marketing data for making decision to produce Kluay Khai.

4) Problem of fallen Kluay Khai tree was found at “much” level while disease and insects of
Kluay Khai were found at ““a little” level. Suggestions by farmers at “much” level were
development of technology utilization to increase yield, standard and safety production, and
microbial utilization for pest control, while promotion and production development for
export, technology utilization for storage and processing, and appropriate packaging for
transfer were at “moderate” level.
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