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The objectives of the study were : 1) to find out the degree of people’s
participation in local administration, 2) to identify the factors related to their degree of
participation in local administration, and 3) to reveal their problems of participating in
local administration. The sample group of 189 people in the Tambon Ruesao
Municipality, Ruesao District, Narathiwad Province were selected by accidental
sampling. A questionnaire was used as the research tool. Percentage, mean, standard
deviation, t-test and F-test were employed for data analysis.

The findings were briefly reported below.

1. General characteristics of the sample. About 53.4 percent of the sample
were female. About 41.3 percent were 30-40 years old. About 62.4 percent were
Buddhists. About 38.1 percent were engaged in general employment. About 56.0
percent earned less than 50,000 baht a month, About 49.2 finished secondary school.
About 32.8 percent were customers of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives.

2. The samples were found to have a moderate knowledge of local
administration

3. As for their opinion about local administration, it was found that about 77.2
percent of the samples agreed moderately with the role and function of the municipality
and the people (mean = 2.95).

4. About 95.00 percent of the sample group participated in local administration

at a low level.
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5. When the hypotheses were tested, sex, age, religion, income, education,
kpowledge about local administration and opinion about it were found to have no
relationship with- their degree of participation in local administration than these who
weren't.

6. Recommendations

6.1 People should be informed about the law concerning people’s
participation in local administration so that people will have a good understanding of and
will participate in local administration. These laws are, for exarﬁple, the Act of Voting to
Remove a Local Council Member or Administration, the Act of Signing in A Name List to
Proposal Local Regulations of 1999, and the Act of Government Information of 1997.

6.2 Field officers should be sent to see people in different communities to
explain to the people the importance of their participation in local administration.

6.3 The municipal activities must be done candidly and honestly so that
people will have faith in the Municipal Office and wanted to participate more in local

administration.



