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ABSTRACT TE135490

Title of Research Paper : Thai Muslins’ Knowledge, Understanding and
Awareness of Narcotics as Prescribed in the
Preventions of Islam : A Case Study of Muang

District, Narathiwat Province

Author : Mr. Niea Wanduereh
Degree : Master of Arts (Social Development)
Academic Year : 2002

The four objectives of the study were (1) to determine the level of
knowledge, understanding and awareness of Thai Muslims cohcerning narcotics as
prescribed in the Preventions of Islam, (2) to identify the relationship between the
background variables and their knowledge, understanding and awareness of narcotics, (3)
to find out the relationship between the knowledge and understanding and the awareness
of narcotics as prescribed in the Preventions of islam, (4) to point out the problems and
obstacles, including the suggestions on narcotics prevention and solutions.

The data were collected from 402 Thai Muslims living in Muang District,
Narathiwat Province. A questionnaire was used for data collection and interviews were
made with those who could not speak Thai the descriptive statistics percentage, mean and
standard deviation were used to describe the data and t-test, F-test and correlation to test
the difference bétween groups and the relationship between variables.

The findings were summed up as follows:

1. General characteristics of the samples. Most of the sample were male.
About 40.5 percent were 31-40 years old. About 37.8 percent studied Islam from Level 1
to Level 4. About 34.3 percent had a household income of 3,001-5,000 baht a month

2. As a whole, the Thai Muslims’ knowledge, understanding and awareness
of narcotics were found to be at a high level. When each dimension was considered
separately, the knowledge and understanding of the types of narcotics and the awareness
of narcotic prevention according to Islam were found to be at a high level.

3. When the hypotheses were tested, the factors found to significantly
influence the Thai Muslims’ Knowledge, understanding and awareness of narcotics were
sex, formal education and religious education, occupation, social position, income, and
attending training courses.

In addition, the factors found to have a positive relationship with their
knowledge, understanding and awareness of narcotics were access to information and the
use of knowledge sources.

4. Recommendations. The government should set a strategic policy of
three drives : religion, faith and cooperation from all parties. Further were, the Islamic
committees at different levels, local administrative organizations and local leaders should

be educated about narcotics as prescribed in the Preventions of Islam.





