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The three major objectives of the study were

1. to examine the student's motivation to further their studies at the School of
Social Development, the National Institute of Development Administration;

2. toidentify the factors related to their decision to further the studies there; and

3. tofind out their opinions and suggesticns about motivation to further their
study at the graduate level.

The four aspects of motivation studied were 1) social aspect, 2) the School of
Social Development itself, 3) occupation and 4) self-development. The backgroud
variables selected to find out their relationship with the samples’ motivation were sex,
age, student status, educational institute from which the student earned a bachelor's
degree, major field of study in the undergraduate program, work experience, present
income and present occupation. A questionnaire was employed to collect the data from
198 randomly selected students of the School of Social Development. Percentage,
mean, and standard deviation were used to describe the data, and t-test and F-test to
test the hypotheses.

Characteristics of the samples

The number of male samnles was more or less the same as that of the female

ones. The males students slightly outnumbered the females ones. The students in the
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sample group were 40 more than 40 years old. They were students in the weekend
graduate program in Bangkok. Most majored in sccial science in their undergraduate
programs. They had worked for not more than 8 years. Most were government officials
and earned a monthly salary of 10,000 - 19,999 baht.

It was found that the students’ motivation to further their studies at the graduate
ievel was high. When the individual aspects were considered, motivation for self-
development had the highest mean, followed by motivation from the School of Social
Develooment (also at a high level), social motivation (at a moderate level), and
occupation (at a moderate level), respectively.

The factors found to affect their motivation were age, major field of study in the
undergraduate level, number of working years, student status, occupation, and income.

Recommendations

1. NIDA should continuously publicize its graduate programs, including
instructors' and students' research.

2. NIDA, together with the School of Sociai Development should build its unique
image, raise the program quality to reach the international standard and maintain its
academic standard and student quality.

3. Since the School of Social Development is not widely known, it is necessary
to increase public relations with emphasis on the importance, role, teaching and
learning system, and the academic work of the school, through different media, such as
websites, journals, television, radio both at the central administration level and at the
local level. Cooperation should be sought from alumni in publicizing the school.

4. The School of Social Development should development and improve the
program and the contents to cope with the changing situation, such as bureaucratic
reform and establishment of new ministries. The program should cover local
development, such as decentralization of power to local administraiion, more than

before.
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5. The Schoot should increase scholarships/educational welfare, such as
firancial aid for credit payment, scholarship for outstanding students, and extend the
period of registration payment in order to motivate the students to inter the School of

Social Development, NIDA.



