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ABSTRACT
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Title of Research Paper : People’s Knowledge and Understanding of the Village
and Urban Community Fund Policy : A Case Study of
Donchompoo Subdistrict in Noensung District,

Nakhonratchasima Province

Author : Miss Sumolman Tiawpo
Degree : Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year 12002

The study concentrated on measuring people’s knowledge and understanding of
people in Donchompoo Subdistrict about the village and urban community fund, policy
and on identifying the factors influencing their knowledge and understanding of the
policy.

A questionnaire was cmployed to collect the data from 334 people m
Donchompoo Subdistrict in Noensung District, Nakhonratchasima Province. The descriptive
statistics, ie., percentage, mean, and standard deviation were used to describe the data,
and the inferential statistics, i.e., t-test and F-test were used to test the hypotheses.

The findings were briefly stated below.

1. The number of male samples and that of female samples were more or less
the same (54.5%). About 34.1 percent of the samples were 48 years old or more. About
78.4 percent finished elementary school. And about 69.5 percent were farmers.

2. As a whole, the people’s knowledge and understanding of the village and urban
community fund policy was found to be at a moderate level. When individua! aspects of
the people’s knowledge and understandag of the fund policy were considered, it was

found that they had the best knowledge and understanding in the policy objectives,
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followed by the philosophy of the fund policy. In contrast, thcy had the poorest
knowledge and understanding in the qualifications to become fund members.

3. The factors influencing the people’'s knowledge and understanding of the fund
policy were education, income and acknowledgement of the information related to the
village fund. On the contrary, sex, age, occupation, experience as a member of other
funds / cooperatives, and membership of the fund / cooperative administrative committee
were found to have no impact on their knowledge and understanding of the village and
urban community fund policy.

Recommendations

1. People should be given the knowledge about the details of the viliage fund
policy, such as the selection of the fund committce at the initial stage, the rules and
regulations of the village fund, the qualifications of the fund member by means of
making a loax.m, and the regulation about attending the annual regular meeting of
sharcholders.

2. The village fund committee in every village should arrange a public stage in
the village so that people will have an opportunity to make discussions and exchange
their opinions about the committee’s administration of the village fund, or to make
enquiries about the rules and regulations of the village fund.

3. When the village headman or the subdistrict head call a meeting of villagers,
he should explain to the people the rules and regulations of the village fund, such as the
selection of the fund committee at the initial stage, the minimum and the maximum loan
amount.

4. A news — spreading tower should be used to broadcast the rules and regulations
of the village fund or the mews of the present operation of the village fund.

5. A coffee council, association, housewife group or village cooperative should be
supported to be an arena for people to being interesting issues into discussion.

6. Training courses or seminars should be held to increese the people’s knowledge
about village fund memhership so that they will know their right and responsibilities,
including rules and regulations about the village fund policy in order to use their right

properly.
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7. A village fund network should be established so that the viilage fund members
from different village can exchange their views and knowledge.

8. The government agencies concerned, the government saving bank, and the
subdistrict administration organization should disseminate related information and increase
public relation work, especially publishing brochures to publicize the news.

9. The government should increase compulsory education years so that the people
can have an opportunity to attend university and can thus apply the knowledge to

manage the village or the fund better.



