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Year : 2002

The purpose of the study was threefold: 1) to find out factors affecting
reading skills of Rajabhat Yala students of the English program in Education Field,
from the first to the fourth year, 2002 academic year, 2) to compare the number of
years of studying English and the level of year of study to reading skills of Rajabhat
Yala students, and 3) to find out the ways to improve the English teaching and learnin.

The framework consisted of the following independent variables - sex,
age, house location, parents’ occupation, opportunity for English extra classes, the
number of years of studying English and the level of year of study. The dependent
variables were reading skills in ditferent topics.

A questionnaire and a test were employed to collect data from 130
Rajabhat Institute Yala students of the English program in Education Field, from the
first to the fourth year, 2002 academic year. Frequency, mean and standard deviation

were used to describe the data; t-test and F-test were employed to test the hypothesis.

Findings

Most of the Rajabhat Institute Yala students under the study (81.5 %)
were found to have a moderate level of reading skills, and about 18.5 % had a low
level of reading skills. Their higher level of reading skills was found to be in the topics

of question words, past simple tense and present perfect tense; the topics of wish and

gerund were in the lower level of reading skills.
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When the relationship between the independent and dependent
variables was considered; the hypothesis about the father’s occupation, i.e. those
whose fathers were government officials or merchants had better reading skills than
fathers of other occupation; and the hypothesis about the number of years of studying
English and the level of year of study were accepted; the hypothesis about sex, age,
house location, mother’s occupation and opportunity for English extra classes were
not accepted. That is the factors of father’s occupation, the number of years of
studying English and the level of year of study were found to have a significant
relationship with reading skills at the .05 level. On the other hand, sex, age, house
location, mother’s occupation, opportunity for English extra classes were found to
have no relationship with reading skills of Rajabhat Institute Yala students under
study.

Recommendations

The researcher made the following recommendations:

1. For those students who need to learn more about grammatical structure,
we should enhance the reading skills by special teaching in small groups and the
teacher plans for remedial teaching.

2. For those students who need to learn more about reading and vocabulary,
we should enhance the reading skills by different reading activities and special
interested groups are recommended.

3. For those students who need to learn more about cultural background, we
should have exhibitions to enhance the learning atmosphere

4. We should have more access to the Internet at the Computer Center of
Rajabhat Institute Yala, or at the SAC (Self-Access Center) of the English Program to

enhance the students’ information retrieval skills.



