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The study was conducted for three objectives: 1) to find out the level
participation of shop owners at Wat Dorwai Market in concerning the Tha Chin River; 2)
to identify the factors related to their participation in conserving the Tha Chin River; and
3) to use the research results as a guideline to set a policy and a plan to conserve the
tiver. A questionnaire was used to collect the data from 120 shops owners at Wat
Donwai Market in Tambon Bangkrathuk, Samphran District, Nakornprathom Province.
Percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test and F-test were used to analyze the data.

The findings were summed up as follows:

1. The shop owners’ participation in concerning the Tha Chin River were found
to be moderate.

2. The factors found to be significantly related to their participation in the river
conservation were knowledge and understanding about water pollution, use of the Tha
Chin River, types of shops, membership of a social group, income and education.

Recommendations

Policy implications

1. The government should have a policy to spread information about water
pollution and its problems, inclﬁding methods to conserve the river, to all parties
concerned.

2. The government should have a policy to continuously conserve ail parts of
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the river.

Operational implications

1. The Tambon Bangkrathuk Administrative Organization should have a plan
and projects that shop owners at Wat Donwai Market can participate more in conserving
the Tha Chin River. The factors related to their participation in this matter should be
considered when preparing the plan and the projects.

2. The Tamboh Bangkrathuk Administrative Organization should make shop
owners have a good knowledge and understanding of the river conservation and spread
the information about water pollution and conservation of the Tha Chin River to them.

Research implications

Further research should be qualitative in order to find out in-depth information
about the causes and factors influencing the shop owners’ knowiedge and
understanding about water pollution. Also, further studies should focus on the factors
related to becoming members of a social group, including the shop owners' opinion and
attitude toward conservation of the Tha Chin River. The qualitative data, along with the

quantitative data, can be very useful for setting up a policy to conserve the river.





