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The Study of the Middle Class on Critical Thinking : A Case of Problem Solving in
Economic Crisis had three objectives as :
1. to study the middle class on Critical Thinking in problem solving in economic crisis,
2. to study information usage of the middle class in thinking process of
problein solving in economic_: crisis,

3. to study guidelines to promote Thai pcople on Critical Thinking in problem solving
which could happen in the future

Sample of the study werc participants in Promotion of New Enterperneur Project which
were a group of the middle class. Two hundred samples were drawn by using accidental
sampling technique. Questionnaires were distributed for data collection. Statistics used for data
analysis were frequency, percentage and chi-square.

Characteristics of participants in Promotion of New Enterperneur were high education
level and high socio-economic status. Those who had bachelor degree had salary for more than
10,000 baht. Most participants had their own business and work as corporate employee. They
also had job security and more than 10 years experiences, living in Bangkok and other provinces.
Overhalf of samples were male aged less than 40 year.

The study found that

1.Most of the middle class did not have characteristics of Critical Thinking. Only one-

third of samples possessed Critical Thinking characteristics which mostly were at middie level.
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2.For usage of information, the study found that information on self was the information
mostly used by samples. The less was used technical knowledge and information on society and
environment,

3.The study also found that most people used information by selecting 2 information
sources. One-third of them selected 3 information sources. Only few people selected 1 source.

4.In every type of information (information on self, information on society and

environment and technical knowledge, the middle class had problems in problem solving in

economic crisis at middle level.

Recommendations

Finding of the study indicated that only one-third of Thai middle class had Critical
Thinking characteristics. Therefore, there should be an increasing of promotion of Critical
Thinking characteristics in the middle class, by disseminating Critical Thinking concept through
training courses and short-term education in order to widely reach the middle class. In addition.
values and public social interest as well as concerns on environment should be promoted

increasingly which could also lead to an increasing of Critical Thinking characteristics among the

middle class.





