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ABSTRACT TE135516

Title of Research Paper : People’s Opinion on the Tha Chin River Site 1-A
Watergate Project

Author ¢ Mr. Kasem Sinsuwanaphorn
Degree : Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year : 2002

The study were conducted for two purpose : 1) to find out people’s opinion on
the Tha Chin River Site 1-A watergate project and 2) to identify the factors related to
their opinion. The data were collected from 200 people in Muang District.,
Samutsakorn Province, by using a questionnaire.

The findings were briefly stated below.

1. Most of the samples were male. They were 41-50 years of age. They were
fisherman and their education was beyond secondary school. They were members of
the salt farm cooperative and joined the activity that provided them with knowledge
about the Tha Chin River Site 1-A Watergate Project.

2. Most of the samples received the news about the project from the group
members and knew what agency was responsible for the project, the point where the
watergate was to be built and how much the budget for it was.

3. The samples had a good knowledge and understand about the Tha Chin
River Site 1-A Watergate Project. They knew that the project would conserve the
river environment so that the river would be a breeding source for water animals and
the people along the river would benefit from this. Moreover, the project would not
unfavorably affect the environment of Samutsakorn Province.

4. The sample group was found to agree with the Tha Chin River Site 1-A
Watergate Project at a moderate level. The aspects they agreed with could be ranked
from the high=st mean to the lowest as follows : storing fresh water for consumption,
flood prevention, prevention of seawater intrusion, tourism and recreation, and

environmental impact.
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The factors significantly related to the people’s opinion on the Tha Chin River
Site 1-A Watergate Project were monthly income, primary occupation, knowledge
and understanding of the project, and membership of a social group. On the contrary,
sex, age, education and housing site were found to have no impact on their opinion.

Regarding the project problems, it was found the government did not give the
people clear information so they were not sure about the extinction of water animals,
salt farming, flooding and water transportation.

Recommendations

Policy implications

1) The government agency should publicize the project continuously so that
the people can get access to the truth and reveal the findings about the strengths and
weaknesses of building the watergate.

2) The government should conduct public hearing so that people can
participation in making a decision on implementing the watergate project.

3) The government and related agencies should make people and industrial
enterprises realize the importance of preventing water pollution in the Tha Chin river.

Operational impiications

The government agency in the local area should allocate a budget to dredge
the river and canals so that they will not be shallow. Any buildings that promote into
the river and the canal without legal permission should be demolished. Also, some
place to store water should be found to prevent flooding.

Implications for further research

Further research should include other target groups like community leaders,
members of the tambon administrative organization, members of the municipal
council, members of the provincial council or government officials in Samutsakorn
Province so that the data will be completed and can be used as a guideline in

implementing the Tha Chin River Site 1-A Watergate Project.



