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The Purpose of the study was twofold : (1) to investigate the current state and
changes of the community, and (2) to find out the community potential.

The sample was Ban Naprung Community, Moo 1, Tambon Klong Kwang, Nathawee
District, Songkhla Province. The data were derived by joining meetings and seminars heid by the
community, related documents, observations in the community, indepth interview with community people
and leaders of different community groups. The findings were summarized below.

1. Current state and changes of the community. The community was a small one.
Also, the families in it were samll. Most were relatives or clans moving from Nathawee and Sadao
districts in Songkhla. For the past 200 years, the area had been abundant with forests, rich soil, water,
natural resources, nice environment, and production inputs. Most people were engaged in agriculture,
e.e., rubber plantation. The community lived in harmony because people there were relatives or clans.
They were hospitable ad helped each other. They behaved well and had moral. They were willing to
help others on; society as a whole.

When the first National Economic and Social Development Plan of 1961 was
implemented, the main goal was to industrize the country. The impact of the policy on communities and
villages across the country was unfavorable, causing many social problems, especially poverty, the gap
between the rich and the poor, damage of natural resources and the environment brought about
sufferings and the problem of earning a living to communities.

Ban Naprung Community was also adversely affected by the policy. Until 1987 the
community started to adapt itself to be self-reliants by forming economic groups for production and trade.
Particularly, people had good participation, which enabled them to expand different activities that they
seeded. For example, they established the saving group for production, the marketing demonstration

center, the agricultural housewife group, the rubber sap collection group, etc.
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2. Community potential In spite of the decrease in abundancy, there still existed the
rich natural resources, the enrronmet, and productio inputs. In addition, community people were diligent,
tolerant, economical, honest and eagar to work. There was cooperation among the government, the
cbmmunity and the private sector to develop the community. There was a natural community leader
who dared to think and do whatever better for the community as a whole and who devoted his time and
energy to expand the activities in which community people could participate. There were ‘meebtings ‘in
which community people could participate. There were meetings to exchange information, exberience
and knowledge. There was freedom in thinking and operating projects for the community to be self-

reliant. The leader could make the community have different finance, production and trade activities.

Recommendations

The government must have a policy to balance the export-oriented economy and the
community economy by supporting and promoting the growth and values of community businesses so
that it would play an increasingly important social and economic role and would come close to the
export-oriented economy. The government should employ two strategies for social and economic
development, that is, the export-oriented economy and the community economy, in the same
development plan, which will enable Thailand to have an economic security.

To make clear the direction of the social and economic development of Ban Naprung
Community in the future and to make most of the community people have a hope that the government
will adjust the balance between the export-oriented economy and the community economy, the
government should set up a national committee and a local committee to formate a community
development plan. In the future. This will cause change in budget allocation, organizational structure
and the economic and social role and responsibility of the ministry, departments and local organizations.
Education shouid be reformed and the curriculum must be tailored to local needs. Other aspects of the
community should also be developed so that the community will become strong.

At the same time, the government and local administration should help raise the quality
and standard of the products of the community by providing information, training on shills, management
and marketing, and so on. They should also support research and improve the community’s technology.
Besides, laws should be amended concerning economic activities arragnged by the community which
are under the government's control. One of such activities is for example, cooperatives operation. In
doing so, the local administration and the community can have an important role in administering and

managing the community, thus increasing an opportunity and potential for the community to be self-
reliant.





