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This research aims at studying the meaning of political participation,
political participation at behavioral level and problems of women’s political participation
including proper ways for development of women’s political participation by focussing on
Bangkok women, 20 of whom being carefully selected as key-informants for in-depth
interviews about the matters. Data analysis is done with logical context description
coupled with descriptive statistics.

Results of the study reveal that the meaning of political participation is to
perform political activities, i.e., voting, conversing on political issues, listening to and
watching political news, participating in political campaigns and so on.

Women’s political participation at the behavioral level inclines to be
participating in votings, political campaigning for heavy voting turn-out and against voting
abuses. However, in political fighting, women participate in small number.

The majority of women interviewed support women’s role in political
participation because women at present possess enough knowledge and ability to be leaders
in many ficlds.

Reasons for women’s political participation, among others, are being
citizen’s duty to vote, to follow political news, for the benefits of career and business, to

get more political knowledge and for political development.

Problems for women’s political participation are from 2 sides, ie., from
the women themselves, for example, woman physical aspect and lack of self-confidence;
the other side is women’s environment, e.g., people’s attitude, value toward women
including customs and the non-support from their own families.

Important recommendations emerged from this research are women should
develop themselves sufficiently in the fields of general knowledge, vocational and political
know-how. The government should set out cicarly a policy of woman equality with

sufficient budget for this, among others.





