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The study was aimed at finding out people's participation in natural resource
and environmental conservation of the To-daeng peat swamp forest, and the factors
affecting their participation in the conservation. The data were collected from 166
households in the communities around the To-daeng peat swamp forest. A questionnaire
was empioyed as an instrument.  Frequency, percentage, mean and standard derivation
were used to describe the data, and t-test and F-test to test the hypotheses.

Most of the samples were male (66.3%). Their age was 41.50 on an
average (41.0%). About half completed Prathomsuksa 4 (54.8%). About cne-third had
lived in the communities for 31-40 years (33.7%).

It was found that people participated in To-daeng peat swamp forest
conservation at a low level in all the four dimensions which could be ranged from what
they partrcipated most to what they participated least as the use of the peat swamp forest,
doing activities in the peat swamp forest, evaluation and following up the To-daeng peat
swamp forest development work, and peat swamp forest administration and
management.

The factors found to affect the people’s participation in conserving the To-
daeng peat swamp forest were age, number of household members, education, member of
residential years, income, distance from home to the peat swamp forest and receiving
related information.

Recommendations:

Since people participated in the conservation at a low level, the government
should motivate people to become members of the conservation group to protect the
natural resources and the environment. Also, people received little related information
and they mostly learned about conservation from village leaders, so the agencies
concerned must arrange conservation activities and convey the messages to people
through village leaders. This is an effective channel to communicate with people about the

issue.





