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Border communities were important bud few studies were conducted about the people’s
living condition there. Therefore, this survey was conducted for the following three objectives:
1) to study the commmunity change from the past to the present ; 2) to examine the people’s living
condition at present, and 3) to find cut the people’s satisfaction and problems of leading their
lives at present.

All the villages/ communities in Tambon Kaosathom have changed. In the past the
viilagers traditionally scttled on the river bank because they had to use the river as a transport
vote. Now the villagers have changed to settle along the roads or near monasteries or mosques,
Some lived on Their arable land and public utilities are available to convenience them. The
social system has changed from extended families to nucleus ones. People less strictly observe
traditions or culture, although they have higher education and better health. On the economic
side, new occupations/ professions and secondary occupation have emerged. In the past people
were engaged in agriculture and used muscle power for production but now they have changed to
use modern techniques and technology o respond to the customers™ nesds.

Living condition of people in border villages at present. Most purple are still engaged
in agricultwre and have some secondary occupation. There is still a close relationship within the
family as before. The younger are still obedient to the older: Community members are united and
help each other. They see the importance of education and support their children to further their

education.
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Satisfaction with living condition. People are satisfied with the infrastructure, public
utilities and amenities. They accept individualism and give importance to education and health.
They are health because of modern medicine. Also because of Communication advance, they
have adapted urban culture in their daily lives. More people have their own businesses. They
have a secondary occupation to supplement the main one. They are satisfied with the government
agencies that are responsible for developing their communities.

Regarding the problems in leading their lives at present, the unequal distribution of
income is a major problem. Another problem is conflict with relatives. Moreover, most people
are still too religious and strictly follow the religious teaching, and thus do not accept the new
society and cannot keep pace with the changing world.

Recommendations Community people should be aware of the potential of the
community and its resources. City planning should be mode. Social organizations should play a
role in making people adjust themselves to change. Besides, activities to create a strong
relationship with the relatives should be arranged. The human resource should be developed.
Infrastructure should be built to vacillate trade. People must learn to be self-reliant and not
thoughtlessly run after consumerism or capitalism. Lastly, there should be research and

development to implement projects successfully.





