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The study investigated people's decision to undergo the sex reassignment
surgery with focus on the mental process of becoming transsexuals, social refinement
process, conformity and human needs. It also 2imed to find out the causai factors of
sexual deviation and the factors affecting their decision to undergo the sex
reassignment surgery against the social norm; in other words, most people did not
accept them and considered them to be sexually deviant.

The in-depth interview was employed to collect the data from 10 transsexuals in
Bangkok who underweni the sex reassignment surgery from a male to a female. They
were asked to relate their life history from the past until present. Observation was made
concerning their dress, tone of voice and ideas reflected while being interviewed. The
snow boll method was used to select the samples of the study.

It was found that the most personal variable that made the samples decide to
have the sexual reassignment surgery was their mental condition. They were medically
considered to have abnormality in gender identity and to have more estrogen in the
body than usual, including chromosome defects. The second important cause was
peers who indirectly influenced the social refinement process. Especially in the present
society, individuals tended to conform to their peers. They yielded to their peers’
persuasion, imitating their practice. The next causal factor was love and a crave for

perfect sexual relationship, which is a basic human drive. The last factor consisted of

mass media /movies stars /actors /actress that played a part in social refinement. These
people were the models for transsexuals to follow. All these factors contributed to their
sexuelly deviant behavior and finally they decided to have a sexual reassignment
surgery.

Transsexuals would live in the sub-society that they formed. They were
actors/actress or worked for cabaret shows. They would dress iike women. After the
sex reassignment surgery they would live with their beloved men without care for other
people’s criticism. They wanted to be women, physically and mentally.

Recommendations

1. The family, parents or people concemned should raise children in accordance
with their sex. They sliould support the behaviors suitable for their children's sex.

2. The family, schools, teachers and friends should help refine their socie!
behaviors to meet the sociai norm.

3. The Thai society should give an opportunity to transsexuals to play a part or
participate in different social activities; in other words, it should accept them into the

society and promote them to use their ability to help society and the country.





