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The objectives of this research are as follows :

1.To study the role of mass media in covering the news about the promotion of living
together with HIV/AIDS patients.

2.To study the mass media ’s knowledge of AIDS and AIDS patients.

3.To study the problems and limitations of mass media in their news coverage of the
promotion of living together with AIDS patients.

This study is the qualitative research by means of Depth Interview. The Depth Interview
was employed with 15 key informants comprising 12 television news reporters, a news editor, an
AIDS activist and an AIDS patient.

The result of the study shows that ali key informants agree that television news reporters
have the most important role in communicating facts to the society. As for the news coverage to
help promote a campaign of living together with AIDS patients, most of key informants;
however, admit that tco little has been done even if it is considered vital to help create the right
perception of the public which can lead to the acceptance of living together with AIDS patients.
According to the study, if opportunities permitted, the TV stations would present the news
documentary about this issue only 1-2 times a year. Just few stations presente as often as 40 - 50
times a year, but they did so becaur= the state sectors requested them to provide their cooperation

for the sake of social contribution and, in some cases, AIDS organizations allocated their budget
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to buy air time in the TV news programs to present their documentary promoting the living
together with AIDS patients.

The finding shows that almost all key informants have good knowledge and
understanding of the causes of AIDS, AIDS infection and prevention. Also, they all understand
the mental condition of AIDS patients, which corresponds to that of the AIDS patient related to
this study. They know that AIDS batients fear this incurable disease and a feeling of disgust
shown towards them and this kind of feeling has an enormous effect on their minds.

Regarding to problems and hindrances in presenting news about the promotion of living
together with AIDS patients, the fiading shows that TV news reporters are more likely to report
AIDS news in a sense of making people fear the disease than to promote an awareness of how to
live with AIDS patients. Health news reporters are few, and each of them has many assignments,
so they have no much time to cover AIDS in particular. To news editors, AIDS news is not an
outstanding public interest so they do not value it much. More importantly, most TV stations tend
to have a policy to focus on more economic and political news than social issues like AIDS.
Meanwhile, the fact tha the state organizations in charge of AIDS campaign are more likely to
make the society fear AIDS than to promote public awareness of living together with AIDS
patients causes the mass media to follow the state’s campaign. Besides, the fact that AIDS
patients are not ready to expose themselves relatively minimizes the opportunity of TV news
reporters to access information and film them to make a news report.

As for suggestions, the state agencies should educate the media about AIDS, especially
the issue of promoting living together with AIDS patients. The more appropriate way of language
usage in news presentation about AIDS should be sought. It is advisable to disseminate
information and organize activities to promote the concept of living together with AIDS patients
‘as well as reset an AIDS campaign policy by focusing on the concept of living together with
AIDS. In addition, the budget should be allocated to buy TV news air time to present news
promoting the campaign. TV stations are suggested to provide more air time for heaith news
including AIDS issues at least 1 — 2 times a week and TV news editors should attach greater

importance to the news of promoting living together with AIDS patients.



