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The three purposes of the research were Te 1357 46

1. to as certain the belief and attitudes of Thai Muslim families toward disabled
children;

2. to study their role in looking after disabled children; and

3. to identify the problems and obstacles to looking after handicapped children in
Thai Muslim families. |

The research focused on Thai Muslim (disabled children who suffered brain
disability and came tor service at the Yala Hospitai, Yala Province. The data were
collected by using in-depth interview to elicit the opinions of 12 key informants selected
from the target group to cover all the dimensions to be studied, that is, marital status and

disability from birth and cause of disability from diseases.

The findings were briefly stated as follows :

Most of the mothers of disabled children were poorly educated. Nearly half finished
primary school and the others were uneducated and could not read and write. All of them
were married before attaining their maturity. They had little chance to learn about the

family role and child-raising, including related lows.
Family’s economic status. Most families had a low income of 3,000-5,000 baht per

month or below 3,000 baht per month. They thus did not have continuous purchasing power
and did not afford to take their disabled children for continuous hospital treatment.

1. Acknowledge of the disability of a child in the family. The acknowledgement of
the value of disabied children resulted from Islamic teaching. Thus, almost all the families
did not neglect disabled children and played a role in looking after them. Also, the Thai
Muslim society had sympathy for disabled children and did not feel disgusted at them or
look at them scornfully. They emphasized helping each other as taught by the religion.
Noticeably, the families were ignorant of the law and welfare for disabled children. The
source of knowledge about this matter was the hospital where they took the disabled
children for treatment.

2. There was little support from related government agencies and people’s groups in
the area, especially from community leaders. The information about the disabled children
was not regularly obtained because there were only two hospital officers responsible for
rehabilitating disabled children and they could not work aggressively. The service users had
to go for service outside the municipality or in nearby provinces, such as Pattani and
Narathiwat.

The researcher made some recommendations on some suitable practices and on
some further research to be conducted to improve the rehabilitation system for disabled

children.





