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The study on Ecotourism Management : A Case Study on Barging at
Don Wai, Amphoe Sampran, Nakornpatom Province had two objectives : 1) to study
now the ecotourisn was managed by community 2) to study on problems and
recommendations regarding the barging tour at Don Wai Market Amphoe Sampran,
Nakornpatom Province.

This study collected data from document and in-depth interview with 12
key-informants from 4 groups in working in barging business. Group 1 was of the
gevernment cfficials responsible for touring area. Group 2 was of people who own the
barging business. Group 3 was community leaders in the area and Group 4 was
tourists who came for barging tour at Don Wai Market Data analysis was done by using
descriptive statistics in forms of percentage and mean.

The study found that tourism at Don Wai market had very high potential for
ecotourism development since this area was full of natural resources and secondary
it was the place for iocal food stuff and agricultural commodities, having cultural and
historical tourism resources. Environment management for ecotourism was considerad
at rather low level. Tourist and activity management was considered at moderate level

and organization structure was at high level as it was found that the cornmunity has
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formed local committee to participate in tourism management. Local people shared
common benefit in the community.

There was still some problems in barging tour at Don Wai market.
The community still lacked of skills to manage ecotourism. They had different ways of
services. Touring guides were not legal and there was no organization of take specific
care of barging tour. Moreover, some of those who violate the community rules and
regulatures were uncontrollable.

Recommendations :

The involved organization should increase more understanding and
knowledge of ecotourism to local touring agencies. Touring spots should be promoted
by many means. Set up environment management to limit development area and
activities to protect environment and natural resources. Set up rules for natural
resources utilization as well regulations for tourists to follow for their safety. Booklets for
touring media should also be arranged including touring guides training/seminar to
make them legal for good standard and quality of services. The peopie's organization
should organize tourism system and return the benefits for environment conservation
with clear-out plan and management; and should have tourist plan corresponding to

the principle conservation and co-operation with relevant agencies.





