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The purposes of the study were as follows : 1) to analyze The characteristics of news
reporters working for Thai television channels at present, 2) to compare their actual role
and Their expected role, and 3) to study their conscience and observation of their
professional ethics.

This descriptive survey research used both secondary data and primary data.
The secondary data were taken from related documents and publications. The primary
data were collected from two sample groups. A guestionnaire was used to collect the
data from the first sample group of 215 news reporters working for TV channels
3.5,7,9,11 and ITV. In-depth interview was employed to coliect the data frcm 10 key
informants who were heads of the news reporting section of chaniels 3,5,7,9,11 and
ITV. Percentage and mean were used to describe the data.

The findings were summarized below.

1.Important characteristics of Thai TV news reporters. The number of male news
reporters and that of female ones were more a less the same. They were 21-41 years old
or more. The majority had a Bachelor's degree in Communication Arts and ir Mass
Communication Arts. Their salaries ranged from below 10,000 bath to more than 30,000
baht. Bangkok was hometown to most of them. The fathers of most of them were
government officiais or state enterprise employees. Only a few were in the mass media
circle. The mothers of me st of them were housewives. The news reporters in the study

had worked as news reporters for 5-10 years. Most of news reporters worked as news
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reporters immediately after they had graduated. Only same had been newspaper and
radio news reporier before.

2. Actual role and expected role. The expected role was found to be higher than
the actual role.

3. Conscience and observation of the professional ethics. As a whoie, their
conscience and observation of professional ethics were found to be moderate. In fact.
their conscience was found to be at a high level but their observation of the professional

ethics was found to be moderate.

Recommendations v

1.The news reporters must develop themselves all the time so that they will have
a broad knowledge in their work. Apart frcm the knowledge about their work, they must
be able to catch up with the news about the changing world. They have to give a serious
thought to their news presentation. In other words, the news they present should benefit
people as much as possible.

2.The news reporters should present in-depth news, especially news that affects
the society.

3. The organization to which the news reporters are affiliated should emphasize
training them to have conscience and observe the professional ethics so that they will
become responsible news reporters. The news reporters should attend at ieast two
training courses a year.

4. The television stations should form a professicna! association, like that of

newspapers in order to oversee the news reporters’ ethics.





