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This research has 3 objectives: 1) to study the negotiation power of the wives to
use condom with their husbands who had AIDS risk behavior; 2) to examine the AIDS
knowledge and understanding of the wives who had husbands with AIDS risk behavior;
and 3j to explore the AIDS risk behavior of the wives who had husbands with AIDS
risk behavior.

In-dept interviews were conducted among 18 informants living in Rachathevi
region of Bangkck Metropolitan. The interview contents cover relevant issues related to
the above objectives.

The result revealed that every informant had relatively high level of knowledge
about AIDS in terms of its epidemic, symptoms, prevention, how to perceive if having
AIDS, mostly from television media. However, they did not know much about other
sexual transmitted diseases (STDs).

Regarding self protection of the wives from infecting the disease from their
husbands by using condom and the benefit of using it, it was found that more than half
of the informants thought that condom must be used if their husbands had extra-
marriage sexual relation. If the husbands did_not use it, they will not allow to have sex.
However, some informants did not use any protection because they trusted their
husbands. Most of the wives did not know how to use condom correctly but they knew
about its benefit.
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With respect to AIDS risk sexual behavior, almost all informants knew that they
had risk behavior from having sex with their husbands because their husbands had
unsafe extra-marriage sex, not using condom, drinking alcohol and having sex with
suppressed consciousness. Some informants experienced STDs which reflected having
risk behavior and are likely to contact AIDS

Considering the risk opportunity of the wives to receive AIDS from their
husbands with AIDS risk behavior, about half of these informants reported that they
were at high risk of having AIDS from their husbands because their husbands covered
about their extra-marriage sexual behavior, they irusted their husbands and cannot
catch up with their husbands, drinking alcohol and did not realize to piotect themselves
from contacting AIDS.

The findings suggested that these informants had different level of negotiation
power to use condom with their husbands who had AIDS risk behavior, depending on
motivation in negotiation, anxiety, negotiation opinion, negotiation methods, and
understanding about their husbands' feeling.  Almost all informants agreed that they are
at risk of having AIDS because their husbands had extra-marriage sexual behavior.
Besides, they felt sorry and angry that their husbands were not honest, all of these had
motivate them to make negotiation. Airnost half of the informants become arxiety for they
had high risk opportunity to have AIDS because their husbands had extra-marriage
sexual relation. Negotiation methods mostly used is trying to convince their husbands but
their husband usually become upsert.

About half of informants stated that each negotiation took about 6 — 10 minutes, if
longer than this might suppress sexual feeling since the negotiation was made just before
having sex. The negotiation become serious and might lead to the quarrel.

Regarding supportive factors to negotiation power and its result to use condom
with the husbands who had AIDS risk behavior, it was found that the negotiation could
be made at different ievel depending on the informants’ status in the family, how they
love their children, economic roles, educational level, all of which supported the
negotiation power.

A half informants thought that negotiation to use condom with the husbands who

had AIDS risk behavior is common in their daily life.
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The model of health education about AIDS risk behavior and sexually

Recommendation

transmitted diseases should be developed with relevant contents particularly for the
female group including pre-marital education about sexual behavior, AIDS campaign,
condom use campaign for sate sex, or using female condom as an alternative for self
protection. Emphasis should be made on female gender's rights. Concerned
organization should conduct the training on negotiation skill to enhance female

negotiation potentiality.





