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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) pattern, potential, and satisfaction
of para rubber production for self-sufficiency; 2) factors relating to para rubber production for
self-sufficiency; 3) pattern, points, and problems of extension for self-sufficiency; 4) factors
relating to extension for self-sufficiency; and (5) strategic development guidelines for
supporting extension of para-rubber production for self-sufficiency.

This was a mixed method research. The samples were selected from population in
three southern border provinces and collecting data as followings: 1) 132 para rubber farmers,
using interviewed questionnaire and observation record for data collection; 2) 27 government
official and farmer representatives, using in-depth interviewed form to collect data; and 3) 30
government official and farmer representatives participating focus group seminar.
Quantitative data were analyzed by using statistics, such as frequency, percentage, minimum
and maximum values, mean, standard deviation, and analysis of variance. Qualitative data
were analyzed by using typological classification and categorization.

The results of this study showed that 1) there were three types of production
pattern for self-sufficiency, such as combinations of para-rubber production and mixed
farming, other crops, and animal raisings. Overall, potential and satisfaction of production
system for self-sufficiency as perceived by farmers were at “medium level”. 2) Factors
relating to production system for self-sufficiency were technology, economy, natural
resources, spiritual and social factors perceived by farmers as appropriate practices. 3) In
addition to routine agricultural extension work, the extension pattern for self-sufficiency
should put additional extension activities, such as learning of model farms in the local
community; local knowledgeable people collection; knowledge dissemination and focus
group seminar for exchanging knowledge; completion and linkage of extension work; local
curriculum development for youth; farmer participation for learning; giving precedence to
para rubber production system for self-sufficiency which would affect to mental health, food
security, health, and ecological aspects. 4) As for the factors relating to the extension pattern
for self-sufficiency, in terms of the operations of senders, message, and media or channel,
perceived by farmers were at “medium level”. The farmers received information from group,
mass, and personal media were perceived at “much level”. 5) Strategic development
guidelines for efficiency of para rubber production, should focus on farmer sustainability,
selling farming produces, mixed para rubber plantation with other farming activities, and
quality of life improvement.

Keywords: Agricultural extension, Self-sufficiency, Para rubber farmers, Southern border
provinces



