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Keeping Multiple Queens of Apis cerana Colonies to Increase Honey Yields

M. Phiancharoen P. S8awatpon O. Duangphakdee

King Mongkut's Universily of Technology Thonburi, Ratchaburi Campus, Bangkok, Thailand 10140

The aim of this research was to develop the technique of keeping the multiple queens
in Apis cerana colony to enhance worker population and honey production. The experiments
were conducted the double queen system by introducing different types of queens into each
recipient colonies which were virgin queen (age 1-3 days), mated queen by artificial
insemination (age 2 months) and mated queen by natural mating (age 1 year). The
percentages of queen acceptances by recipient colonies were 50% in natural mated queen,
33.33% in artificial inseminated queen and the virgin queen were rejected from all recipient
colonies. This double queen system increased approximately 30% of the worker population
and encouraged approximately 15% of the honey yield more than in control colony with single

queen system.





