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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were: (1) to study current conditions and problems of
educational cooperation of secondary schools in Thailand in preparation for ASEAN
Community and (2) to develop a model of educational cooperation between secondary schools in
Thailand and those in the ASEAN Community. The study was a combination of qualitative and
quantitative research methods, and the key findings were as follows:

In terms of the sampled schools’ current conditions preparation, and cooperation-
building between Thai secondary schools with those in the ASEAN Community,
1) Regarding the policy, most schools used participation of school board committee in launching
the policy, 2) In the realm of curricular, most schools specified the content and learning activities
in relation to ASEAN cultural values and heritage, 3) For teachers, encouraged their teaching
staff to under go further training in orderto have more understanding about the
ASEAN, 4) Regarding teaching methods, most schools prepared certain activities to enhance the
knowledge about countries in the ASEAN Community, 5) Provided extra activities through
teaching management, 6) In terms of administrative support, most administrators had a good vision
in preparing schools for the ASEAN, 7) The budget is allocated to the school projects, 8) The
environment in schools was adjusted to facilitate students’ learning about the ASEAN; Signs
and rooms or corners have been created as ASEAN learning resources, 9) The majority
of the students were also found to be equipped with basic knowledge about the ASEAN countries.

The problems were found to be the followings; there was less coordination. Curriculum and



instructional methods were mainly limited to specific subjects such as Social studies, religion, and
Culture. Most teachers could not communicate effectively in English. Some teachers lacked media
skills for borderless education and their use of such the media was not consistent. There were lower
levels of collaboration with partner schools inthe ASEAN community. This was caused by
an insufficient budget and exchange programs for students with schools in the ASEAN
Community, which have not set targets to be achieved.

In the realm ofeducational cooperation with other secondary  schools inthe
ASEAN Community, five models were identified: 1) Formal cooperation model,
2) Cooperation Network model, 3) Semiformal Cooperation model, 4) Informal Cooperation
model, 5) Flexible Cooperation. In terms of the cooperation process, four stages were found
to be salient: The first stage concerned having an agreement of cooperation. In the second stage,
cooperation among schools was built in the nine components as follows: 1) policy, 2) curriculum
3) teachers, 4) instructional media and materials, 5) teaching methods, 6) administrators and staff,
7) budgets, 8) school and environments, 9) students In the third stage, a conclusion of cooperation
results was made in terms of outputs, outcomes, and obstacles. The fourth stage was the
development of cooperation comprising conditioning factors and the search for cooperation
development methods under the support of related units.

In addition, both formal and semi-formal models of educational cooperation between
secondary schools in Thailand and those in the ASEAN Community were found to be the two
most successful models. Their successes could be explained by the strong support of their

educational jurisdictions and related agencies in all of the nine components.



