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The aim of this study was to gather opinions from stakeholders in the area about
problems that they face. The study attempted to place in order of importance the priority
concerns, clarify the problem statements and to determine achievable goals between
communities, stakeholders in the area, and academics, in order to be able to present
the research findings to organizations both at the local level and the central government.
The study was also concerned with finding ways of solving existing problems with the
aim of developing research and development projects that emphasize development that
is sustainable and appropriate to local diversity. We used focus group discussions
made up of key informants representing people .who make their living from the peat
swamp forest, including communities living in and around the area. We organised two
focus group discussions, and four smaller discussions. A total of 92 people took part in
the discussions from 14 tumbol in 7 amphoe of Nakhon Si Thammarat, Songkhla and
Patthalung provinces. These discussions revealed that the major problems for
communities in the peat swamp forest were their lack of recognized land title; declining
natural abundance in the peat swamp forest; a lack of potable drinking water and water
for agricultural use; stagnant water; and reafforestation programs which plant only
Samet trees which are not native to that area and which results in a lack of biodiversity.
As for the needs of people in the peat swamp forest, it was found that the villagers
desired a clear demarcation of the various types of land in the region, that is, land
reserved for villagers' use, protected forest areas, and the forest areas which can be
used. The communities also expressed a desire to participate in the restoration and
management of peat swamp forest resources; that measures be taken to protect the
marshlands from drought; and that there should be a project to replant trees which are
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native to that area. A canal should also be dug to link the Cha-uat - Phraek Muang
canals and Thale Noi lake. Recommendations related to the problems and needs of the
people in the peat swamp forest can be divided into two groups, research and
development. Recommendations for further research include carrying out a study into
the state of knowledge about the peat swamp forest; a study of biodiversity in the peat
swamp forest, eg. plant species, bird-fife and other animals, marine life, and their major
habitats; a study of water flow into the peat swamp forest and adjacent areas; a study
into water levels to find out what level is appropriate to ensure the health of the peat
swamp forest; a study of models of demarcating protected forest areas, buffer zones,
and multiple use zones; a study of changes in the eco-system following bushfires; a
study of the effects on the peat swamp forest caused by the digging of the Cha-uat -
Phraek Muang canal; a study of the peat swamp forest community and marginalized
communities; a study of the villagers' local wisdom in protecting and restoring the
marshiands; a study into the use of jute, products made from jute; and the importance of
jute to the way of life of the communities of the marshiands. Short term
recommendations for action include helping local community organizations to protect
and monitor changes in the peat swamp forest; providing opportunities for communities
to participate in state development projects; supporting networks of cuitivators of jute
and producers of jute products; promoting forest management in the form of community
forest; organizing action seminars to develop measures and guidelines to protect the
peat swamp forest from bushfire; organizing local educational programs to help the
youth understand about local resources and instill in them a consciousness about the
need to protect the forest; and planting native species of trees in the peat swamp forest.
Medium term recommendations include organizing a clear demarcation of the national
protected forest, areas where hunting is prohibited, and areas which villagers can use t0
make a living; promoting networks of community organizations to protect and restore the
peat swamp forest; and setting up a "Management Committee for the Khuan Khreng
Marshlands" made up of stakeholders from every related sector. Long term
recommendations include providing research funds for communities to develop
research projects and find co-researchers.
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