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The objective of this research project was to investigate the problems and needs
of people in the Pak Panang basin region who cultivated the Nipa Paim for their
livelihood. We held a series of three focus group discussions attended by a broad range
of Nipa Palm cultivators : villagers from regions designated “salt water zones" as well as
those designated “fresh water zones" ; villagers who cultivated the Nipa Palm as their
primary source of income, as well as those for whom it provided a supplementary
income; and villagers involved in producing the various products that could be
cultivated from the Nipa Palm, including roofing. Cigarette paper, sugar, vinegar and
whisky.

The findings were as follows. Villagers emphasized how important cultivating the
Nipa Palm had been in the past as a regular and reliable source of income for famimies
in the Pak Panang basin region. Nipa Palm groves also played an important part in the
natural ecosystem of Pak Panang as a place of abundant marine life, that also provided
additional income for local fishermen. However villagers from most regions pointed out
that recently Nipa Palm trees in the region were producing far fewer fruit. They tended to
attribute the cause of this to dramatic changes in the quality of the water since the
implementation of the Pak Panang Basin Development Project. In the zones designated
“salt water” the water had become extremely salty, while in the “fresh water" designated

zones the water had become fresh. This change apparently affected the health of Nipa
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Palm, which grows in the brackish water and was thus ideally suited to the natural
environment Pak Panang. There has also been a dramatic decline in the marine life
around the Nipa Palm groves. Both changes seriously affected villagers’ income. In
terms of needs, villagers wanted the value of the Nipa Paim and ecosystem of brackish
water to be recognised by the government, and that local communities in Pak Panang
be allowed to have more participation in the matters relating to water contro! in the Pak
Panang basin region. Many villagers expressed frustration that major changes to the
natural environment affecting the villagers’ livelihood had been made with little, if any,

consultation with the villagers themselves

Keywords : Nipa Palm, fresh water zone, salt water zone, brackish water, sugar,
vinegar, whisky, marine species.
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