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The aim of this study was 1) to study the problems and needs of the people in
the Pak Panang basin region whose occupation is rice farming; and 2) to make policy
suggestions regarding the development of the Pak Panang basin region. We
discovered problems both in the factors involved in the production of rice and the
relations of production.

Problems related to the factors involved in the production of rice included a
lack of water in certain regions, lack of tools, especially ploughing and harvesting
machinery, as well as problems related to labour, since the average age of rice
farmers is increasing all the time. The soil has also been depleted, lacks fertilizer and
is poor as a result of continuous farming and a lack of care for the soil.

As for problems in the production process, rice farming today is based more
and more upon an excessive dependence on high technology which increases the
capital costs of rice farming beyond what is necessary. This has occurred as a result
of government support for modernizing rice-farming methods; that is, emphasizing the
production of rice based on the heavy use of modern technology. The result has been
increased indebtedness among rice farmers. The speeding up of the process of rice
production requires the use of more technology, which increases the costs of rice
farming, which in turn leads to increased indebtedness.

Problems in the relations of production stem from problems in buying and
seling resulting from the low price of rice. The more rice is produced for sale, the lower
the price of rice falls. This is an ever-increasing problem. Although it is a lesser problem
when compared to the problem of water, the low price of rice is still a fundamental
problem. The culture of social interaction based upon the cash economy has also
replaced the former system of social relations which emphasized ties of obligation, mutual
help, generosity and mutual assistance, and kinship among rice farmers. That is, social
relations today are capitalist in nature, rather than based upon common kinship. This has led
toanincreased dependence on the government and the market for people's everyday needs.

The problem for rice farmers can thus be summarised as a lack of water for
rice production, which is an important problem that must be addressed; the price of
rice; and the use of inappropriate technology in the farming of rice.

Suggestions regarding how to solve these problems within the social context of
the rice culture of the Pak Panang basin region include 1) water management in the
Pak Panang basin region; 2) establishment of a centre for the study and development
of the Pak Panang basin region; 3) study small schools run by the local community;
and 4) the development of a network of links between community organizations.
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