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Investigators: Pairote Nualnoom
Walailak University

E-mail Address: npairote@wu.ac.th

Project Period: 01 September 2005 to 28 February 2007

This research project analyzes the history of Pak Phanang and provides the indicators for managing
Pak Phanang river basin project. The selected areas for this research are consisting of four Tambon:

Karaket, Khaophrabat, Thakhanan and Seuahung in Amphoe Chianyai, Changwat Nakhon Si Thammarat.
This research is aimed at investigating the socio-economic of the selected area in three aspects. Firstly,
provide the knowledge base for managing the Pak Phanang river basin. Secondly, be the first stage of social
process for area management. Lastly, provide the socio-economic indicators using for developing the Pak
Phanang river basin social.

The study divided history into three eras: the first is the traditional era, the second is the developing
era and the third is the capitalism era. The study reveals that people living are based on the plentiful of
natural resources and secure social connection in the first era (before 1957).For the constructing and
developing era (1957-1987), the government policies realized on developing infrastructures and promoting
education and scientific progress results in the change of rice production from labor intensive to capital
intensive. Moreover, new generations graduated in high education level usually moves to the capital or main
cities. In the capitalism era (1987-present), Money has important role in people living since it provides
functions as a medium of exchange that is socially and legally accepted in payment for goods and services
and in setllement of debts. It makes people more comfortable. There are alternative jobs in this period so
people can change their works to the way that can make higher returns. However, the social dependency is
decreased while the household expenditure and debt is significantly increased.

The changing of the socio-economic from the past to the presenf results from at least five causes:
rice production technology change, education promotion that inconsistent to social need, infrastructure
development and impact of market economy and government policies. Because of these causes, pQOpIe in
these areas face with four important problems: change in natural resource and environment, lose on folk
wisdom, instability of revenue, and increase of expenditure and debt.

By historical analysis, the study provides socio-economic indicators using for Pak Phanang river
basin development as follows;. The success of Pak Phanang river basin management in term of economic
can be measured by following indicators. (1) Security of household income that can consider from (1.1) profit
and ability to negotiate output and input price of farmer, (1.2) ability to adjust their job follow the change of

socio-economic environment, (1.3) ability to use natural resource in community to make cash and non-cash
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revenue. (2) Consistency of production system and environment that can consider from (2.1) ability to reduce
the production input caused environment fail, (2’.2) ability to control the waste from production process. (3)
Financial discipline that can consider from (3.1) ébility to manage household expenditure consisting to family
financial status, (3.2) ability to manage household debt

For the success of Pak Phanang river basin management in social aspect can be measured by
following indicators. (1) Consistency of education and community need that can consider from (1.1) ability to
educate people consisting their life paths, (1.2) ability of people to access knowledge and information. (2)
Maintain the folk custom that can consider from ability to convince people to preserve and inherit the folk

custom.





