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Project Title: The studies of Socio-Economy indicators for management of Pak Phanang basin.
Case studies of areas around Cha-uat - Prakmuang canal and cover areas in
Tambon Hua Sai, Tambon Lam, Tambon Kuan-cha-lig, Tambon Kao-pung-krai,
and Tambon Ramkaew. Amphoe Hua Sai. Changwat Nakhon Si Thammarat
province.

Investigators: Asst.Prof.Dr.Phattarawan Tantong
Walailak University

E-mail Address: tphatta@wu.ac.th

Project Period: 01 September 2005 to 28 February 2007

The research covers areas in Amphoe Hua Sai, Changwat Nakhon Si Thammarat including significant
agricultural areas around Cha -uat — Prakmuang canal, Hua Sai district, Lam district, Kuan- cha- lig district,
Kao - pung ~ kraj district, and Ramkaew district. Amphoe Hua Sai has been the main source of rice supply in
Pak Phanang basin. The research consists of 2 sections. The first section explores Amphoe Hua Sai's 100 -
year history between 1907 - 2007 while the second section provides economic and social indicators of such the
community. The historical study consists of three eras: 1) the agricultural era without technology (before 1807);
2) the agricultural era with technology (1907 — 1987); and 3) the era of shrimp farming and the agriculture with
water supply from Cha-uat- Prakmuang canal (1987 — present). ‘

The objectives of 100 — year historical study include: 1) to investigate Hua Sai community’s social and
economic history; 2) to explore antecedents to the community’s resource changes; and 3) to study effects of
resource changes on the community’s lifestyle. Moreover, the objectives of the community’s economic and
social indicators study include: 1) to identify the community’s economic and social indicators in general; 2) to
identify the community’s economic and social indicators at the level of development occurred; 3) to identify the
community's economic and social indicators at the level of development planned.

Research methodology of both 100 — year historical study and the community's economic and social
indicators study consists of qualitative research with primary and secondary data. Observation and interview
are used to collect primary data. The interview includes in - depth interview and focused group interview with
structure — undisguised questionnaire. Sources of secondary data include related research as well as
governmental document and non - governmental document. Results of community's economic and- social
indicators study is significantly based on results of 100 — year historical study.

Results of 100 — year historical study reveal that economical and social changes in the community
occurred positively and negatively. Examples of positive economical and social changes are adoption of new
technology for the community's agriculture; the community’s higher level of education. Examples of negative
economical and social changes are decrease of natural resources such as wilds, birds, and trees due to
human being’s want; competition in occupying and using natural resources; and unbalance of income and
expenditure resulting in increase of debt.

Results of the community’s economic and social indicators study show that most of indicators are
outcomes that are quantitative and collectable. The concepts called “ROPE” are used as the basis of
identifying the community’s economic and social indicators study. “ROPE” means Self — Reliance (R); People’s

Organization (O); People's Participation (P); and Equity (E) respectively.





