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The study was conducted to find out : TE 1 3 5 9 0 4

1. The village / urban community fund committees” knowledge and understanding
of their administrative role and responsibility.

2. The factors related to their knowledge ana ability of the role and responsibility of
the committee.

3. Their work problems and suggestions to operate the village and urban
community fund.

The data were collected from 20 urban community fund committee members from
21 communities selected from those with the largest number of households and the smallest
number of households in the community. Two districts — the largest and the smallest-were
purposively selected from 6 district groups .1e., Rattanakosin, Burapha, Srinakarin, Chaoprava,
North Krungthon and South Kuengthon. The total of 12 districts were included in the study.
Percentage, mean, and standard deviation were used to describe the background data of
the village and urban community fund members, and chi-square was the inferential statistic
used to test the relationship between the independent and the dependent variables at the
0.05 level. The findings were summed up below.

Forty-there fund committee members (53.8%) were male. About (52.5%)
percent were 50 years old or more. Sixty-five (81.3%) were married. Twenty-eight (35%)
completed primary school. Thirty-seven (41.3%) had average monthly incomes of 10,01

baht or higher. Foriy-there (53.8%) ran their own smal! businesses/were vendors. Fort-six
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(57.5%) had a position in the fund committee. Thirty-one (38.8%) were not members of"
any social group. Fifty-two (65%) regularly received related information and messages.

When their knowledge and understanding of the village and Urban Community
Fund Project was considered, most of them (45 persons or 56.3%) were found to have a
moderate knowledge and understanding. When the hypotheses were tested to find out the
relationship between the independent variables and the dependent variables. There
independeit variables found to be significantly related to their knowledge and
understanding of the village and urban community fund project were education, holding a
position in the fund committee and receiving training. Other independent variables-ie., sex,
occupation, age, marital status, income, social group membership, accessto the information-
were found to have no relationship with their knowledge and understanding of the fund
project.

Recommendations

1. Academic knowledge should be regularly and formally given to village or
urvan community fund committce members though seminars and workshops so that they
“will know and understand their role, authority and responsibility, including related laws,
statuses, rules and regulations concerning the village and urban community Fund Project
Evaluation should be made at intervals.

2. A work manual should be prepared and distributed to village and urban
community fund committee members and the general public, using easy language or
dialects, by taking into commideration the educational background of the village and urban
community fund committee members and the people in the areas.

3. Rules and regulations or statutes should be revised to facilitate the fund
operation. These rules and regulations are those concerning, for example, extending loans,
paying back the debt, qualifications of borrowers. They should be adjust to suit each local
area.

4. The government should have a policy or should encourage those with high
education to play a role in the village and Urban Community Fund Project or to be

co-committee inembers.



